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Les/gay  participation  in 
grape  boycott  sought 


The  third  wave  of  the  boycott  of  California 
grapes  includes  the  efforts  of  Howard  Wallace , 
a  gay  man  and  veteran  of  coalition  politics  who 
has  been  hired  by  the  United  Farm  Workers 
to  mobilize  gay  support  for  the  boycott 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  California  farm 
laborers  are  among  the  most  productive 
workers  in  the  U.S.,  and  the  most  exploited, 
claims  long-time  union  organizer  and  gay 
activist  Howard  Wallace.  In  his  new  posi¬ 
tion  as  a  full-time  national  field  represen¬ 
tative  for  the  United  Farm  Workers  (UFW), 
Wallace  has  joined  with  the  union  in  calling 
for  a  renewed  commitment  to  boycotting 
fresh  table  grapes  from  California.  He  was 
appointed  in  February  by  UFW  president 
Cesar  Chavez,  who  has  led  the  union’s  ef¬ 
forts  to  bring  about  justice  in  the  fields  since 
the  1960s. 

Wallace  will  head  UFW  organizing  in  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  as  well  as  coor¬ 
dinate  outreach  nation-wide  to  encourage 
lesbian  and  gay  participation  in  the  grape 
boycott.  The  UFW,  which  began  this  third 
wave  of  the  grape  boycott  in  1984,  does  not 
advocate  boycotting  raisins  or  wines,  just 
fresh  table  grapes  grown  in  California;  that 
includes  all  fresh  grapes  sold  in  super¬ 
markets  from  May  through  December,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  union. 


lesbian  and  gay  movement. 

“We’re  concerned  about  some  of  the 
same  issues  on  the  job  —  discrimination  on 
the  job,”  Wallace  explains.  “The  AFL-CIO 
has  come  out  against  mandatory  [HIV  an¬ 
tibody]  testing  and  for  more  money  for 
AIDS  research  and  treatment.  There’s  been 
a  growing  awareness  in  the  labor  movement 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  comprise  a  very 
large  section  of  the  workforce. 

“1  believe  the  gay  community  across  the 
country  will  demonstrate  its  strong  support 
for  the  grape  boycott,  and  our  movements 
will  become  valuable  allies.” 

Pesticides  and  “bad  faith”  bargaining 

The  revitalized  grape  boycott  particularly 
focuses  on  several  UFW  demands.  The 
union  calls  for  a  ban  on  five  pesticides  used 
in  growing  grapes,  and  a  testing  program  to 
determine  if  grapes  sold  in  stores  are  con¬ 
taminated  with  poisonous  residues.  Accor¬ 
ding  to  the  UFW,  California  growers  use 
five  pesticides  —  Captan,  Parathion, 
Phosdrin,  Dinoseb  and  Methyl  Bromide  — 


Cesar  Chavez  and  Dolores  Huerta  of  the  UFW,  1986 


“The  grape  boycott  should  be  of  impor¬ 
tance  to  everyone,”  says  Wallace,  a  veteran 
organizer  of  the  Coors  beer  boycott.  “Farm 
workers  are  the  people  who  put  food  on  our 
tables,  while  their  bosses  are  among  the 
richest  people  in  the  world.” 

While  seeking  support  from  the  les- 
bian/gay  community,  the  union  has  in  turn 
empowered  Wallace  to  speak  out  as  a  UFW 
representative  in  support  of  lesbian  and  gay 
issues.  According  to  Wallace,  his  appoint¬ 
ment  as  an  openly  gay  and  visible  UFW  of¬ 
ficial  is  the  result  of  years  of  coalition¬ 
building  between  the  union  and  the  les- 
bian/gay  community,  especially  in  San 
Francisco.  He  also  says  he  believes  that 
organized  labor  across  the  country  is  in¬ 
creasingly  recognizing  the  strength  of  the 


which  cause  many  health  and  reproductive 
problems  for  farm  workers,  including 
cancer  and  birth  defects.  The  chemicals  also 
pose  threats  to  consumers  and  to  the  en¬ 
vironment.  The  UFW  boycott  has  been 
backed  by  the  Environmental  Protection 
Agency,  as  well  as  numerous  public  health 
and  consumer  advocacy  groups. 

The  boycott  also  addresses  a  long¬ 
standing  UFW  grievance:  the  lack  of  free 
and  fair  elections  for  farm  workers  and 
good  faith  collective  bargaining.  Though 
the  first  wave  of  the  grape  boycott,  from 
1966  to  1975,  led  to  a  California  labor  law 
which  gave  new  power  and  protection  to 
farm  workers,  the  UFW  claims  that  Gov. 
George  Deukmejian  has  undercut  the 
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Boston  homophobes 
zapped  at  gay  club 

Leading  opponent  of  the  state  gay  rights  bill,  William 
Bulger,  gets  named  ‘ Man  of  the  Year  ’  by  South  End 
neighborhood  group 


By  Chris  Bull 

BOSTON  —  “Bulger  and  Kelly  want  to 
fuck  us,  but  we  won’t  let  them,”  shouted 
about  20  protesters  on  May  31  outside  Club 
Cafe,  an  upscale  gay  bar  in  Boston’s  South 
End,  as  shocked  patrons  looked  on. 

Homophobic  state  Sen.  William  Bulger 
and  City  Councilor  James  Kelly,  invited  by 
an  ad  hoc  South  End  neighborhood  associa¬ 
tion  were  honored  for  their  contributions 
toward  “preserving  Boston’s  historic  South 
End,”  during  a  private  party  for  them  at 
Club  Cabaret,  a  night  club  connected  to  and 
operated  by  Club  Cafe.  Bulger  was 
presented  with  a  plaque  naming  him  “man 
of  the  year”  by  the  association. 

Organized  by  members  of  MASS  ACT 
OUT,  the  protest  condemned  the  use  of  a 
gay-owned  and  -operated  bar  to  honor  the 
conservative,  anti-lesbian  and  gay  politi¬ 
cians.  The  neighborhood  association  claim¬ 
ed  the  event  was  not  a  fundraiser  for  Kelly  or 
Bulger,  although  guests  could  be  seen 
writing  checks  upon  entering  the  Cabaret. 
Bulger  and  Kelly  represent  parts  of  the 
South  End  on  the  state  and  city  levels. 

“We’re  not  upset  at  Club  Cafe.  I  think  it 
was  honest  mistake.  But  we  do  want  to 
make  it  clear  that  we  don’t  want  Bulger  and 
Kelly  in  a  gay  bar. . . .  The  protest  was  a  good 
opportunity  to  educate  some  people  about 
how  they  stand  on  the  issues,”  said  Rob 
Gale,  an  organizer  of  the  demonstration. 

Bulger,  known  for  his  authoritarian  style 
as  president  of  the  state  Senate,  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  led  the  battle  to  defeat  the  gay 
rights  bill  for  over  a  decade. 

Kelly,  who  got  his  political  start  as  an 
anti-busing  activist  in  the  mid-1970s,  has  a 
dubious  record  at  best  on  lesbian  and  gay 
issues.  Although  he  voted  for  the  1984 
human  rights  ordinance  prohibiting 
discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation, 
Kelly  initially  said  the  ordinance  was  un¬ 
necessary.  “You  don’t  have  the  problems 
you  think  you  do,”  he  told  a  lesbian  and  gay 


audience  in  1984.  Kelly  voted  for  the  or¬ 
dinance  only  after  learning  that  it  made  no 
mention  of  housing.  A  leading  advocate  of 
landlord  rights,  Kelly  believes  that  apart¬ 
ment  owners  should  be  free  to  discriminate 
in  any  way  they  choose.  Kelly  also  opposes 
current  efforts  to  racially  integrate  public 
housing  in  South  Boston. 

A  flyer,  “Jim  Kelly  and  AIDS,” 
distributed  by  members  of  ACT  OUT, 
stated  that  Kelly: 

•  voted  to  cut  the  city  hospital  budget  by 
$12.5  million,  endangering  AIDS  services 

•  argued  that  PWAs  could  be 
discriminated  against  in  the  work  place  and 
treated  “like  those  with  tuberculosis  or  any 
other  contagious  disease” 

•  said  nothing  while  City  Councilor  Dap¬ 
per  O’Neil  railed  about  his  fear  of  catching 
AIDS  from  “that  fag,  [gay  City  Councilior) 
David  Scondras” 

•  allowed  the  South  Boston  Marshall,  an 
ultra-right  wing  weekly  with  which  he  is 

•  closely  associated,  to  run  an  article  titled 
“The  Crime  of  Homosexuality.”  The  piece 
argued  that  gay  people  should  be  destroyed 
because  of  “the  threat  to  public  health” 
they  represent. 

Questioned  at  Club  Cabaret,  Kelly  denied 

When  several  Bulger 
supporters  tried  to  silence 
her,  Kalil  shot  back,  “ This  is 
a  gay  bar,  what  is  he  doing 
here?” 

allegations  that  he  is  anti-lesbian  and  gay. 
“No  one  has  worked  harder  for  increased 
funding  for  AIDS  than  I  have,  including 
David  Scondras,”  said  Kelly. 

Bulger,  who  recently  redecorated  his  of¬ 
fice  to  the  tune  of  $140,000  in  state  funds. 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“[Dukakis]  must  chuckle  inwardly  every 
time  the  gay-advocacy  groups  show  up  at  his 
appearances  out  of  state.  A  national  can¬ 
didate  from  the  Commonwealth  which  sent 
Barney  Frank  and  Gerry  Studds  to  Congress 
needn’t  be  too  concerned  if  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  upset  with  him. 

“...The  homosexual  pickets  are  the  perfect 
antidote  to  the  GOP  poison  that  seeks  to 
characterize  Dukakis  as  a  far-out  liberal. 
They  make  him  seem  centrist,  moderate.  He 
should  pay  their  air  fare.” 

—  David  B.  Wilson,  Boston 
Globe  columnist 

Married  lesbian  cops 
in  India  get  boot 
from  force 

BHOPAL,  India  —  Two  women  who 
married  each  other  in  December,  1987,  were 
discharged  from  their  jobs  as  police  officers. 
The  women,  Leela  Namdeo  and  Urmila 
Srivastava,  were  married  in  a  ceremony  that 
consisted  of  a  ritual  exchange  of  garlands 
conducted  by  a  brahman  in  a  Hindu  temple 
at  Sagar,  according  to  Trikone.  The 
women’s  parents  also  attended  the  wedding. 

The  women  reported  they  were  kept  in 
isolation  and  deprived  of  food  for  48  hours 


Leela  Namdeo  and  Urmila  Srivastava 


before  being  left  at  the  Bhopal  railroad  sta¬ 
tion  in  the  middle  of  the  night  by  their 
employers.  Trikone  quoted  the  Inspector 
General  of  Police,  Narenda  Virmandi  as 
saying  about  the  marriage,  “It  could  lead  to 
indiscipline  and,  what  is  more,  others  could 
learn  from  their  example  too.  It  could  lead 
to  problems  in  the  battalion,  too.  They 
would  want  to  sleep  in  the  same  bed,  share 
food  from  the  same  plate,  and  things  like 
that  which  cannot  be  allowed.” 

Many  lesbians,  gay  men,  and  feminists 
have  publicly  criticized  the  police  actions, 
but  according  to  a  woman  interviewed  by 
Trikone,  public  debate  around  the  marriage 
has  failed  to  address  the  issues  of  sexuality 
and  lesbianism. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Support  for 
transsexuals, 
transvestites, 
crossdressers 

LAS  VEGAS,  Nev.  —  Double  Image  is  a 
group  for  transvestites,  transsexuals, 
crossdressers,  and  family  that  provides  sup¬ 
port  and  services  to  people  internationally. 
The  group  has  27  branches  in  the  U.S.  and 
around  the  world. 

Double  Image  publishes  a  monthly 
newsletter,  which  costs  $10  per  year,  and  of¬ 
fers  other  resource  information  on  request. 
To  find  out  about  a  group  in  your  area,  or  to 
contact  Double  Image,  write  to:  P.O.  Box 
71795,  Las  Vegas,  NV  89170-1795;  phone: 
(702)  795-8798. 

□  R.  Lorie 

NY  disarmament 
rally  plans  set 

BOSTON  —  Nine  buses  of  peace  activists 
from  the  greater  Boston  area  will  make  the 
trip  to  New  York  City  on  June  1 1  to  attend 
the  march  and  rally  in  support  of  the  United 
Nations  Third  Special  Session  on  Disarma¬ 
ment. 


Katherine  Knight,  a  spokeswoman  for  the 
Greater  Boston  June  11  Campaign,  told 
GCN  that  there  has  been  lesbian  and  gay 
participation  in  organizing  the  NY  ral¬ 
ly.  Unfortunately  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
from  the  Boston  area,  the  New  York  event 
will  take  place  on  the  same  day  as  Boston’s 
Gay  Pride. 

Knight  said  public  support  for  the  United 
Nations  Disarmament  Session  will  be  a 
global  phenomenon.  She  said  simultaneous 
rallies  will  be  held  in  eight  foreign  countries, 
including  events  in  over  100  cities  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

“Although  the  INF  treaty  and  the 
[U.S. -Soviet]  summit  are  inspiring  first 
steps  ...  the  offensive  arms  race  is  pro¬ 
ceeding,”  said  Knight.  “The  rally  shows 
that  the  peace  movement  will  not  simply  lie 
down  and  take  a  nap.” 

Among  the  demands  peace  activists  will 
make  on  June  1 1  are:  nuclear  disarmament 
by  the  year  2000,  an  end  to  military  interven¬ 
tions  worldwide,  and  a  shift  in  global  spen¬ 
ding  from  military  armaments  to  meeting 
human  needs. 

To  contact  the  Greater  Boston  June  11 
Campaign,  write:  456  Massachusetts  Ave., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139;  or  call:  491-3120. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Campaign  to  end 
anti-gay  violence 
launched 

BOSTON  —  The  Victim  Recovery  Pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  (FCHC)  in  Boston  is  beginning  a 
“Take  Back  the  Neighborhoods”  campaign 
aimed  at  ending  attacks  on  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

The  campaign  includes  a  series  of 
workshops  to  be  held  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer  which  will  emphasize  that  “safety 
begins  on  the  grassroots,  neighborhood 
level,”  according  to  Heather  Hersee  of 
FCHC. 

The  workshops  will  include  presentations 
by  Janet  Connors  of  the  Center  for 
Women’s  Safety  and  Education  and  a  police 
liaison  from  Area  D  (which  includes  the 
Back  Bay  and  Fenway  neighborhoods). 
Connors  will  give  instruction  on  self  defense 
and  empowerment. 

The  first  workshop  will  be  held  Monday, 
June  6,  from  7  to  9  p.m.  Space  is  limited  and 
a  $5  donation  is  requested.  To  pre-register 
or  for  more  information,  contact  Gordon 
Tuttle,  267-1538. 

In  the  fall  the  workshops  will  be  expanded 
to  include  the  Greater  Metropolitan  Boston 
area. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Survey  shows 
lesbians  need  AIDS 
info 

MINNEAPOLIS,  Minn.  —  In  a  survey  of 
over  400  lesbians  and  bisexual  women  in  the 
Twin  Cities,  nearly  one-third  of  the 
respondents  said  they  had  decreased  their 
sexual  activity  or  decided  against  having  sex 
with  someone  because  of  fear  of  AIDS. 
Women  in  two  or  more  concurrent  sexual 
relationships  were  most  likely  to  have 
decreased  their  sexual  activity  (almost  50 
percent  of  those  responding),  whereas  only 
10.7  percent  of  women  who  said  they  were  in 
a  “primary  monogamous  relationship”  had 
decreased  their  sexual  activity.  Over  35  per¬ 
cent  of  the  respondents  said  they  had  tried 
to  get  more  information  about  AIDS  from  a 
variety  of  sources,  including  lesbian  and  gay 
publications,  the  Minnesota  AIDS  Project, 
and  through  talking  with  other  people.  Still, 
nearly  three-quarters  of  those  responding 
said  they  did  not  have  enough  information. 

The  survey  was  conducted  in  August  and 
September  of  1987  by  two  lesbians  in  Min¬ 
neapolis  who  said  they  were  concerned 
about  the  lack  of  information  available 
about  lesbians  and  AIDS.  They  focused 
their  questions  on  women’s  awareness  of 
risks  associated  with  sexual  activity  and  how 
AIDS  has  affected  the  sex  lives  of  lesbians 
and  bisexual  women;  the  survey  did  not  in¬ 
clude  questions  about  IV  drug  use.  There 
were,  however,  several  questions  about  HIV 
antibody  testing;  of  the  42  respondents  who 
had  been  tested,  all  came  up  negative.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Ann  Viitala,  one  of  the  lesbians 
who  conducted  the  study,  the  survey  results 


may  help  document  the  need  for  increased 
research  about  lesbian  sex  and  AIDS.  She 
also  said  the  survey  indicates  a  need  for  bet¬ 
ter  education  about  AIDS  among  the  les¬ 
bian  and  bisexual  community. 

“The  results  show  that  lesbians 
overestimate  the  risk  of  sexual  transmission 
between  women,”  Viitala  wrote.  For  exam¬ 
ple,  she  reported  that  almost  60  percent  of 
the  respondents  said  they  thought  if  a  les¬ 
bian  had  sex  with  a  woman  who  had  tested 
positive  for  HIV  antibodies,  the  chance  the 
virus  would  be  transmitted  would  be  35  per¬ 
cent  or  more.  Questions  about  sex  did  not 
distinguish  between  various  kinds  of  sexual 
activity.  According  to  Viitala,  based  on  in¬ 
formation  about  the  rates  of  transmission 
between  men  and  among  heterosexuals,  it  is 
very  unlikely  the  rate  of  transmission  bet¬ 
ween  two  women  would  be  greater  than  .001 
percent. 

The  informal  survey  was  distributed  at 
lesbian  social  gatherings,  clubs  and 
bookstores  —  Viitala  said  they  sought  as 
broadly  representative  a  cross-section  as 
possible.  The  ages  of  the  respondents  rang¬ 
ed  from  17  to  60.  Eighty-five  percent 
described  themselves  as  lesbians,  with  the 
rest  describing  themselves  as  either  bisexual 
or  lesbians  who  occasionally  have  sex  with 
men.  One  percent  of  the  respondents  were 
Latina,  2.4  percent  Black,  2.4  percent 
Native  American,  and  93.9  percent  white. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Pride  on  wheels 

BOSTON  —  If  you  can’t  walk  Boston’s 
gay  Pride  march  route  June  11,  but  would 
like  to  participate,  you  can  ride  in  the 
“March  on  Wheels”  van.  Check  for  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  van  at  the  vehicle  registration 
desk  at  City  Hall  Plaza  before  the  march 
steps  off  or  call  Jean  at  875-1723  for  more 
information. 

□  Stephanie  Poggi 

A  downer  for  TV 
viewers 

SECAUCUS,  N.J.  —  No-friend-of-the- 
gay-community  Morton  Downey,  Jr.  has 
gained  access  to  a  wider  audience.  The 
venom-spewing  rightwing  talk-show  host 
can  now  be  seen  nightly  on  nationally  syn¬ 
dicated  TV  where  he  baits  and  ridicules 
guests  and  viewers  alike. 

Charged  last  winter  with  assault  for 
allegedly  striking  New  York  gay  activist  An¬ 
dy  Humm  during  a  taping,  Downey  was  ac¬ 
quitted  in  April.  Judge  Emil  A.  DelBaglivo 
of  the  Secaucus  Municipal  Court  ruled  the 
incident  did  not  “constitute  an  assault.” 
Humm  said  he  is  proceeding  with  a  civil 
lawsuit  against  Downey  and  the  producers 
of  the  program,  The  Morton  Downey,  Jr. 
Show. 

Meanwhile,  the  Boston  Globe  reports 
that  Downey’s  brother,  Tony,  was  a  sur¬ 
prise  guest  on  the  show’s  recently  taped  pro¬ 
gram  on  AIDS.  According  to  the  Globe, 
Downey  said  his  brother,  who  was  diagnos¬ 
ed  nine  months  ago  as  having  AIDS,  would 
move  to  New  Jersey  to  stay  with  him.  “I  ob¬ 
ject  to  what  I  call  perverted  love,”  Downey 
said  on  his  show.  “But  nonetheless,  he’s  my 
brother.” 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Gear  up  for  summer 
actions  in  the  South 

NEW  ORLEANS,  LA  —  AIDS  activist 
Nathan  Chapman  seeks  help  from  people 
around  the  country  in  organizing  AIDS  pro¬ 
test  actions  to  be  staged  at  the  Republican 
Presidential  Convention.  The  convention 
will  be  held  the  third  week  of  August  in  New 
Orleans.  The  input  of  people  experienced  in 
civil  disobedience  is  especially  needed.  For 
further  information  or  to  volunteer,  call 
Chapman  at  (504)  525-0932. 

The  Southern  Freedom  Ride  —  a  series  of 
lesbian  and  gay  visibility  actions  taking 
place  in  a  variety  of  cities  in  the  South  —  is 
now  being  coordinated  by  Martin  Himaga. 
He  may  be  reached  at  (716)  442-3519. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 
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VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
In  Practice  Since  1975 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 
‘Real  Estate  Transfers 
‘Consumer/Small  Business 

Employment 
‘Discrimination 
‘Unemployment 
‘Worker’s  Comp 

52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


AM  TIKVA 

Boston’s  Community  of 


Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 

•Social/Cultural  Events 
•Holiday  Observances 
•Egalitarian  Liturgy 

Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA,  02238 
(617)  782-8894 
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If  Your  Lover  Drinks 
Too  Much 

it  affects  your  life,  too.  Your 
finances.  Your  stability.  Your 
self-esteem.  Your  ability  to 
make  and  keep  friends. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 


596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643  •  ✓ 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


PAGE  2  □  JUNE  5-11,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Healing  and  staying 
healthy 

Holistic  therapies  and  AIDS  explored  at  Boston 
conference 


Zapped 

Continued  from  page 

refused  to  comment  to  G£n about  the  irony 
of  receiving  an  award  in  a  gay  bar  while 
working  to  defeat  the  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
bill  currently  before  the  Senate. 

While  most  party-goers  appeared  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  controversy  surrounding  the 
event,  Alice  Kalil,  who  said  her  daughter  is  a 
lesbian,  challenged  Bulger  on  his  opposition 
to  the  gay  rights  bill.  When  several  Bulger 
supporters  tried  to  silence  her,  Kalil  shot 
back,  “This  is  a  gay  bar,  what  is  he  doing 
here?”  Bulger  momentarily  appeared 
shaken  by  the  incident.  “I  have  nothing  to 
say  about  that  here,”  he  said. 

Toni  Nuzzo,  public  relations  director  for 
Club  Cafe,  told  GCN  the  club  probably 
would  not  have  rented  the  space  if  they  had 
been  aware  that  Bulger  and  Kelly  were  in¬ 
vited.  “This  was  unforeseen.  Obviously,  it 
was  not  politically  correct  to  have  them 
here,  but  it  couldn’t  be  helped,”  said  Nuz¬ 
zo.  She  added  that  renting  the  space  is  the 
only  way  Club  Cafe  can  afford  to  provide 
the  space  free  of  charge  for  community 
events  such  as  the  recent  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  fundraiser. 

Pam  Nelson,  an  organizer  of  the  event, 
told  GCN  she  was  unaware  that  Bulger  and 
Kelly  were  anti-gay.  She  said  the 
neighborhood  association  is  primarily  con¬ 
cerned  about  defeating  proposals  to  locate  a 
trash  incinerator  and  a  methadone  drug- 
treatment  clinic  in  the  South  End.  “They 
have  been  helpful  protecting  our 
neighborhood  by  keeping  the  pimps  and 
pushers  that  follow  methadone  clinics  out,” 
she  said.  When  asked  where  the  clinic 
should  be  located,  Nelson  said  she  did  not 
know. 

The  neighborhood  association  is  made  up 
of  South  End  residents;  most  of  the 
members  are  property  owners,  according  to 
Phil  Degnon,  president  of  the  association. 
He  said  that  “probably  one-half”  of  the 
association  was  lesbian  or  gay,  although 
none  of  the  members  questioned  by  GCN 
identified  themselves  as  lesbian  or  gay. 

Degnon  said  invitations  were  sent  to  op¬ 
ponents  of  the  1986  “Tree  of  Life”  pro- 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  State  Senate  president 
William  Bulger  took  the  heat  at  the  Club 
Cafe  (see  story,  pg.  3),  and  he’s  also  under 
pressure  in  his  senatorial  district,  the  First 
Suffolk.  For  the  first  time  since  1972,  a 
Democratic  primary  challenger  will  attempt 
to  unseat  the  anti-gay  Bulger.  Stephen  Holt, 
a  progressive  activist  and  life-long  Dor¬ 
chester  resident,  has  entered  the  electoral 
fray  in  a  brash  effort  to  topple  Bulger’s 
reign. 

Holt  has  already  nabbed  the  broad  sup¬ 
port  of  progressives  in  a  district  that  in¬ 
cludes  parts  of  Dorchester,  South  Boston, 
Roxbury,  Chinatown,  the  South  End, 
Beacon  Hill  and  the  Back  Bay.  Gay  politicos 
in  Boston  have  thrown  their  support  to 
Holt;  in  fact,  his  campaign  is  managed  by 
Ed  Cook,  recently  appointed  executive 
director  of  the  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Political  Alliance  (GBL/GPA).  Holt,  a 
heterosexual  who  runs  the  Dorchester 
Reading  Authority,  a  neighborhood 
bookstore  in  Fields  Corner,  has  also  been 
endorsed  by  the  Boston  chapter  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  for  Women  (NOW),  the 
Allianza  Hispana,  the  Mass.  Choice 
Political  Action  Committee,  former  state 
Insurance  Commissioner  Peter  Hiam,  and 
tenants’  rights  advocates. 

Though  Mayor  Ray  Flynn  has  said  there 
are  no  administration  plans  to  back  Holt, 
Flynn’s  personal  secretary,  Margaret  Mor¬ 
rison,  showed  up  to  applaud  Holt  when  he 
announced  his  campaign. 

“1  have  spent  my  entire  adult  life  bringing 
people  together  effectively,  across  all  kinds 
of  barriers,”  Holt  said.  “Our  victory  this 
fall  will  remind  people  that  they  can  be 
proud  of  their  government,  not  embarrassed  by 
it.  Our  victory  will  remind  people  again  that 
serious  problems  require  serious  solutions, 
not  wisecracks,  bullying  and  political  turf 
fights. 

am  angry  that  so  many  people 


posal,  which  would  have  provided  low- 
income  housing  for  homeless  mothers  in  the 
South  End.  Degnon  said  that  Club  Cafe  was 
the  “perfect  location”  for  a  South  End 
political  gathering. 

Club  Cafe  diners  and  bar-goers  watched 
with  a  combination  of  shock  and  curiosity 
as  about  ten  protesters  entered  the  hall  out¬ 
side  the  Cabaret  chanting  “Two,  four,  six, 
eight,  Bulger  and  Kelly,  they  spread  hate” 
and  “No  more  bullshit,  pass  the  bill.” 
While  Bulger  accepted  the  award  on  the 
stage  of  the  Cabaret,  several  Club  Cafe 
employees,  sporting  “Silence  =  Death”  but¬ 
tons,  tried  to  restrain  the  protesters  from 
entering  the  room. 

Openly  gay  Congressperson  Barney 
Frank  (D-Mass.),  clad  in  a  tank  top  and  gym 
shorts,  took  a  break  from  a  workout 
downstairs  at  the  Metropolitan  Health  Club 
to  witness  the  spirited  protest.  After  inquir¬ 
ing  about  the  protest,  Frank  went  back 
downstairs  to  resume  his  workout. 

While  leaving  the  Cabaret,  Bulger  and 
Kelly  could  be  seen  glancing  at  a  poster  of 
scantily-clad  men  advertising  the 
Metropolitan  Tanning  Salon.  Also  gracing 
the  wall  were  listings  of  upcoming  events, 
including,  “Jim  Vetter:  The  Gay 
Aristocrat”  and  the  “Dyketones.”  One  Club 
Cafe  waiter  was  overheard  commenting 
with  a  smile,  “This  is  the  best  theater  I  have 
seen  here  in  a  while.”  □ 


throughout  this  district  need  a  voice  ...  so 
many  people  cannot  count  on  their  state 
senator  as  their  friend.  When  William 
Bulger  says  smugly  that  he  doesn’t  know  the 
new  people  in  his  district,  that  the  only  parts 
of  the  district  that  he  needs  to  have  are 
Wards  6  and  7  [South  Boston],  he’s  speak¬ 
ing  loud  and  clear  about  who  he  thinks  he 
represents.” 

Besides  lambasting  Bulger  for  failing  to 
represent  the  diversity  of  his  district,  Holt 
slams  the  Senate  president  for  abuses  of 
power,  such  as  orchestrating  the  delaying  tac¬ 
tics  that  prevented  the  gay  rights  bill  from 
reaching  a  vote  at  the  end  of  the  last 
legislative  session.  He  also  accuses  Bulger  of 
misusing  tax  dollars:  “Where  1  come 
from,”  Holt  said,  “taxpayers  don’t  stand 
for  shenanigans  like  using  $140,000  in 
public  funds  to  decorate  an  inner-sanctum 
office  large  enough  to  hold  a  Celtics  practice 
session.” 

Holt’s  attacks  on  Bulger  are  balanced 
with  an  effort  to  establish  credentials  in  his 
own  right,  such  as  proposing  a  new  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  city’s  water  and  sewer  bills.  In 
his  campaign.  Holt  is  also  addressing  con¬ 
cerns  about  rising  auto  insurance  rates,  pro¬ 
blems  associated  with  drug  use  and  street 
crime,  and  a  host  of  other  issues  he  con¬ 
siders  important,  including:  pay  and  hous¬ 
ing  equity,  lesbian/gay  rights,  abortion 
rights,  public  education,  and  environmental 
protection. 

Holt  explained,  “I  know  I  have  a  respon¬ 
sibility  to  deliver  on  affordable  housing,  on 
women’s  rights  including  choice  and  com¬ 
parable  worth,  on  gay  and  lesbian  rights,  on 
the  Fight  to  conquer  AIDS  without  limiting 
civil  or  economic  rights  in  the  process,... 

“Our  state  senator  has  to  have  the 
courageijto  do  what’s  right  and  stand  up 
against  bigotry  and  hatred  in  every  form.” 

Holt’s  reputation  as  a  community  leader 
Continued  on  page  1 0 


By  Walta  Borawski 

BOSTON  —  For  the  over  300  people 
from  the  Boston  area  who  attended  the  Get¬ 
ting  Well,  Staying  Healthy  Conference  May 
21  at  Quincy  School,  the  biggest  problem 
was  deciding  which  concurrently  conducted 
workshops  not  to  attend.  The  wide  range  of 
holistic  therapies  being  used  by  some 
PWAs  in  the  frightful  face  of  the  AIDS 
pandemic  were  discussed  by  practitioners  as 
well  as  clients  who  have  benefited  from  the 
therapies. 

The  difficult  process  of  picking  work¬ 
shops  began  early.  For  instance,  at  10:30 
a.m.  there  were,  in  various  parts  of  the 
building,  the  following  to  choose  from:  a 
healing  room  offering  the  experience  of 
hands-on  work  (polarity,  massage,  Shiatsu, 
acupuncture,  Reiki,  Chiropractic,  or 
Traeger);  acupuncture  and  Chinese  herbs 
discussed  by  Roberta  Hamilton  and  JoAnn 
Simon;  Hatha  yoga  demonstrated  by  Bar¬ 
bara  Benagh;  creative  visualization  guided 
by  Patricia  Brennan;  macrobiotics  discussed 
by  Kenneth  Alan  Hadden  and  Nick 
Jacovidis;  and  vitamin  C  therapy  explained 
by  Michael  Janson,  M.D. 

Prior  to  this  first  round  of  workshops 
there  had  been  an  introductory  speech  by 
Jason  Serinus,  author  of  Psychoimmunity 
and  the  Healing  Process.  Serinus  fulfilled 
his  role  as  keynote  speaker  by  whistling  a 
note-perfect  rendition  of  Harold  Aden’s 
“Over  the  Rainbow,”  a  hymn  of  struggle 
and  survival  from  its  introduction  by  Judy 
Garland  in  The  Wizard  of  Oz  to  its  use  at 
feminist  and  gay  gatherings  by  Holly  Near. 
Serinus  is  a  marvelous  fusion  of  Old  Gay  (he 
peppers  his  speech  with  “darlings”)  and 
New  Age  (“Frankly,  I  was  very  drawn  to  his 
lower  chakras  [an  energy  center  in  the 
body],”  he  said  of  a  man  he  encountered, 
“but  he,  being  a  hairdresser,  was  drawn  to 
my  upper  chakras.”)  Like  many  advocates 
of  wholistic  therapies,  Serinus  believes  in  the 
reversability  of  AIDS.  At  this  conference,  a 
view  shared  by  many  in  the  holistic  com¬ 
munity  was  evident;  AIDS  is  a  disease  with  a 
context,  and  one  goal  of  health  care  pro¬ 
viders  is  to  get  people  to  unleash  themselves 
from  pollutants  and  negative  attitudes. 
Serinus  talked  about  viewing  a  television 
show  featuring  a  PWA  and  his  lover.  The 
PWA  was  smoking  cigarettes  and  frying 
bacon,  and  he  said  he  knew  when  he  was 

Boycott 

Continued  from  page  I 

legislation.  Wallace  explains  that  Deukme- 
jian  has  appointed  people  to  the 
Agricultural  Labor  Relations  Board  who 
favor  growers  over  farm  laborers.  Conse¬ 
quently,  efforts  to  improve  working  condi¬ 
tions  through  collective  bargaining  have 
been  unsuccessful  and  the  union  claims  the 
Board  has  failed  to  ensure  union  elections 
among  workers  in  the  vineyards. 

Furthermore,  according  to  Wallace,  pro¬ 
tections  against  union  workers  being  fired  or 
intimidated  have  been  weakened.  The  union 
also  charges  the  Deukmejian  administration 
with  refusing  to  hire  Chicanos  and  other 
Latinos  for  labor  relations  positions  because 
they  are  presumed  to  be  pro-farm  worker. 
In  fact,  Chavez  once  accused  the  ad¬ 
ministration  of  intentionally  hiring  person¬ 
nel  who  don’t  speak  Spanish;  if  the  workers 
can’t  communicate  with  the  Labor  Rela¬ 
tions  Board,  they  can’t  file  grievances. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  hatred  against  us 
because  we  challenge  the  power  structure,” 
said  Chavez  after  Deukmejian  came  to  of¬ 
fice  in  1983.  “There’s  also  a  lot  of  racism,  a 
lot  of  real  hatred,  because  we  dare  stand  up 
and  say,  ‘We  want  a’union.’  It’s  been  hard, 
but  the  workers  are  learning  how  to  fight 
back.” 

UFW  stands  with  les/gay  movement 

Wallace  stresses  that  the  UFW  has  long 
been  supportive  of  the  lesbian/gay  com¬ 
munity.  The  union  came  out  against  the 
anti-gay  Briggs  Initiative  in  1978,  has  oppos¬ 
ed  LaRouche-sponsored  measures  threaten¬ 
ing  to  quarantine  people  with  AIDS,  and 
supports  efforts  to  enact  a  gay  rights  bill  in 
California.  Chavez  spoke  last  October  at  the 


diagnosed  that  he  was  going  to  die  soon. 
“He  was  doing  everything  to  make  sure  he 
did,”  said  Serinus. 

Relating  environment  and  behavior  to 
health  is  not  new.  Robert  Gorter,  M.D.,  of 
Holland,  in  two  workshops  discussed  the 
work  of  Rudolf  Steiner  (1861-1925), 
founder  of  Anthroposophical  medicine, 
which  relies  heavily  on  the  relationship  of 
people  to  their  environment.  Gorter 
presented  a  slide  show  that  included  shots  of 
a  public  building  that  had  no  air  condition¬ 
ing,  but  maintains  its  humidity  through  the 
presence  of  plants  and  by  using  stairwell 
bannisters  that  are  essentially  waterfalls. 
Gorter’s  lecture  was  conducted  in  an 
especially  plain  concrete  block  classroom, 
so  sadly  typical  of  post-WWII  American  ar¬ 
chitecture  —  and  he  looked  about  in  the 
cold  fluorescent  glare  and  said,  “You  put  a 
healthy  person  in  a  room  like  this,  he  is  soon 
ill.” 

The  possibility  that  being  somewhat 
removed  from  nature  is  a  cofactor  in  AIDS 
was  raised  throughout  the  conference. 
Jackie  Foschia  and  her  lover,  Sara  Brewer, 
both  psycho-spiritual  counselors,  presided 
over  “Guilt  —  Who  Needs  It!?!,”  a 
workshop  in  which  Forschia  pointed  out 
that  anger  and  love  are  natural,  but  guilt  is  a 
learned  response,  and  does  no  one  any 
good.  Participants  who  had  suffered 
through  patterns  of  addiction  discussed  how 
giving  in  to  their  addictions  made  them  feel 
guilt.  Brewer  talked  about  the  relationship 
between  guilt  and  the  need  for  punishment, 
and  how  unnatural  a  concept  punishment  is. 

Midday  there  was  a  round-robin  discus¬ 
sion  called  “Conversations  with  Our  Sisters 
and  Brothers,”  facilitated  by  P.  Clay 
Stephens.  Participants  talked  about 
spreading  news  on  AIDS  and  holistic 
therapies  in  their  own  communities.  A 
young  man  talked  about  feeling  isolated 
from  support  groups  in  New  Hampshire  and 
how  he  had  come  to  Boston  to  hear  about 
potentials  in  wholism.  Rhoda  Johnson  of 
Action  for  Boston  Community  Develop¬ 
ment  discussed  her  first  17  years  in  Hon¬ 
duras,  and  the  dangers  of  shutting  out  part 
of  one’s  own  culture.  When  she  came  to  the 
United  States  she  depended  on  American 
medicine,  and  found  herself  physically 
Continued  on  page  6 

March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gav 
Rights:  “In  1968  in  Delano,  California  in 
the  San  Joaquin  Valley,  we  started  a  strike 
for  justice.  They  beat  up  our  people  and  jail¬ 
ed  our  people.  We  were  knocked  down.  No 
one  would  come  to  support  us.  We  were 
frightened  and  hungry.  We  needed  help. 

“Lesbians  and  gay  people  came  from  San 
Francisco  to  help  us.  We  shall  never  forget 
that.  That  started  a  solidarity  and  a 
cooperation  between  our  two  movements.” 

Wallace  points  out  that  the  lesbian/gay 
movement  is  strengthened  by  participation 
in  boycotts.  For  example,  he  explains,  the 
Coors  boycott  brought  recognition  to  the 
clout  of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
“The  fact  that  we’ve  shown  economic  and 
political  power  really  helps  us,”  he  says. 
Wallace,  who  has  been  an  organizer  for  the 
Mobilization  for  Peace,  Jobs  and  Justice, 
and  a  founder  of  San  Francisco’s  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Labor  Alliance,  has  worked  to 
build  coalitions  among  the  labor  and  peace 
movements,  the  Black  and  Latino  com¬ 
munities,  and  lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Several  of  the  gay  Democratic  clubs  in 
San  Francisco  have  endorsed  the  UFW 
boycott,  and  word  is  beginning  to  spread  in 
other  areas.  To  help  promote  the  boycott 
nationally,  Wallace  has  set  up  an  advisory 
committee  for  the  lesbian/gay  community. 
Its  co-chairs  are  Pat  Norman  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco),  Ginny  Apuzzo  (New  York)  and  Troy 
Perry  (Los  Angeles)  —  they  represent  three 
cities  .with  the  largest  grape  markets  in  the 
country.  A'  15-minute  video  about  the 
boycott,  called  the  Wrath  of  Grapes,  is 
available  for  viewing  by  community  groqps 
free  of  charge.  For  further  information, 
contact  Wallace’s  office  at  (415)  441-5008. 
In  Boston,  contact  Robert  De  La  Cruz  at  8 
Beacon  St.,  Boston,  02108. 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Holt  aims  to  knock  out 
Mass  Senate  prez 

Notorious  homophobe  Bulger  faces  challenge  by  pro-gay 
Dorchester  activist 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Don’t  miss  the  next  GCN  benefit: 

The  AIDS  Film  Project 

A  group  of  award-winning  films  demonstrating  the  forte 
and  spectrum  of  human  response  to  the  AIDS  crisis 

Sunday,  June  19,  1 :00pm  at  the  Brattle  Theater  (40 
Brattle  Street,  Harvard  Square)  / 

This  afternoon  of  innovative  films  is  sponsored  by 
Frameline  Production  Company.  Proceeds  will  go  to 
GCN,  The  Brattle  Theater  and  the  NAMES  Project. 
Films  include: 

•Chuck  Solomon:  Coming  of  Age 
•Living  with  AIDS 

•October  II,  1987:  The  inaugural  display  of 
the  NAMES  Project  Quilt 
•ADS  Epidemic 
•Til’  Death  Do  Us  Part 

We  hope  to  see  you  there!  i 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN  THREE 
PAGES.  Send  to:  Community  Voices,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN:  an  oh-so-different  place 
to  work 

Dear  GCN : 

After  editing  and  laying  out  these  letters 
pages  for  years,  I  decided  it  is  my  turn  to 
write  —  in  part  to  drive  it  home  to  myself 
that  I  am  leaving  GCN  (at  least  as  a  paid 
staffer),  and  partly  to  acknowledge  the 
place  and  people  that  have  shaped  my  life 
for  over  three  years. 

I  didn’t  realize  how  sad  I  was  until  I 
started  thinking  about  the  little  things,  the 
day-to-day  details  that  make  GCN  an  oh-so- 
different  place  to  work.  A  place  where  I 
could  talk  about  my  “personal”  life,  rather 
than  keeping  home  and  work  life  separate.  I 
especially  thank  Stephanie  Poggi  for  her 
bony,  but  ever-supportive  shoulder  during 
the  times  when  personal  loss  or  other  crisis 
had  to  be  dealt  with  before  I  could  go  on 
talking  to  the  bill  collectors. 

In  fact,  at  GCN  it  became  clearer  to  me 
how  related  are  one’s  love  life,  sex  life, 
home,  work,  and  volunteer  activism.  Talk¬ 
ing  politics  was  an  integral  part  of  work  at 
GCN,  and  I  learned  daily  from  others’ 
political  commitments.  Thanks  especially  to 
Mike  Riegle  for  his  teaching  about  prisoner 
rights  and  the  “justice”  system. 

At  GCN  even  such  supposedly  personal 
topics  as  sex  were  fair  game.  1  learned  how 
fun  and  useful  it  was  to  talk  to  the  boys 
about  sex,  not  just  to  other  girls.  Chris  Wit- 
tke,  Chris  Bull,  Dan  Page,  and  especially 
Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves  (now  in  Greece)  — 
thank  you  all  for  that. 

GCN  was  a  place  where  everyone  had  in¬ 
put  into  all  the  major  policy  decisions  which 
affected  the  organization/newspaper. 
Where,  even  as  Advertising  Coordinator 
(seen  as  less  of  a  boss  by  the  outside  world 
than  my  recent  Coordinating  Editor  post),  I 
shaped  the  personnel  policies,  knew  about 
the  finances  and  helped  with  editorials. 
Where  1  had  no  “boss”  or  time  clock. 
Where  sick  days  were  not  checked  off  on  a 
chart. 

How  much  1  took  all  this  for  granted,  but 
how  rare  such  a  job  is  in  the  rest  of  the  work 
world. 

Even  in  a  non-writing  position,  I  was  able 
to  approach  the  editors  about  topics  impor¬ 
tant  to  me  and  get  support  for  writing  and 
editing  the  piece  —  whether  it  was  about  the 
feminist  politics  of  the  porn  debates,  the 
class  politics  of  the  Airplane  game,  or  the 
sexual  politics  of  dykes  dealing  with  AIDS 
and  safer  sex. 

At  GCN  1  learned  the  utter  ease  of  being 
out,  to  the  point  where  even  with  my  elderly 
Orthodox  Jewish  grandparents  1  had  a  hard 
time  pretending  1  really  worked  at  a  local 
paper  called  Community  News.  And  at 
GCN  I  formed  my  closest  friendship  in 
Boston.  Thanks  to  departing  Board  Prez 
Anne  Phibbs  for  all  the  walks,  talks  and 


cheap  lunches. 

Then  again,  GCN  was  also  a  place  where 
staff  meetings  lasted  up  to  four  hours  a  week 
and  often  included  tears  and  table-pounding 
(on  my  first  day  none-the-less!).  Where  we 
got  lots  of  vacation  time,  but  earned  no 
money  to  go  anywhere  or  do  anything  dur¬ 
ing  it! 

It  was  a  fjface  where  every  week  we  seem¬ 
ed  to  re-invent  the  wheel  (to  the  point  where 
it  almost  didn’t  seem  like  a  joke  when  our 
April  Fools  issue  included  a  GCN  help 
wanted  ad  requiring  “ability  to  sit  through 
five  hour  staff  meetings  and  re-make  all  the 
decisions  the  following  week”). 

At  GCN  I  learned  to  deal  with  mice  running 
across  my  desk  (at  the  old  office,  that  is).  I 
learned  to  do  layout  until  6  a.m.  (my  first 
production  night),  and  almost  as  late  when 
the  then-art  director  went  out  for  coffee  and 
never  returned!  There  certainly  is  no  other 
place  like  it. 

But  there’s  something  I’m  not  capturing 
on  paper,  what  made  it  special,  what  makes 
me  sad  now.  What  is  it?  I  guess  it’s  looking 
forward  to  going  to  work  every  day,  it’s 
working  at  a  job  where  I  laugh  every  day 
(thanks  Wittke),  and  it’s  doing  stimulating 
work  that  is  also  part  of  a  larger  movement. 
That  must  be  it. 

Thanks  y’all,  and  bye! 

With  love, 

_  Laurie  Sherman 

Cambridge,  MA 

Protest  sexual  harassment' 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  been  receiving  GCN  for  almost  3 
years  now.  I  am  writing  the  gay  community 
in  hopes  of  getting  some  people  to  write  pro¬ 
test  letters  about  my  being  raped  by  a  guard 
here  at  the  Texas  Department  of  Correc¬ 
tions.  The  guard’s  name  is  Jones  (first  name 
unknown).  He  raped  me  after  1  had  been 
taken  for  a  haircut  with  my  hands  handcuff¬ 
ed  behind  my  back. 

1  have  made  a  complaint  about  this,  but 
nothing  has  been  done,  and  instead  there 
has  been  increased  harassment,  not  only  of 
myself.  I’ve  had  my  cell  destroyed  on  a  daily 
basis  (toothpaste  squeezed  out  all  over, 
shampoo  poured  out,  mail  and  books 
returned  saying  “unable  to  verify  legitimacy 
of  package”  etc.  etc.).  This  kind  of  mean¬ 
ness  will  only  increase  if  a  public  issue  is  not 
made  of  it. 

Please  send  letters  of  concern  and  protest 
to:  Asst.  Warden  Crow,  PO  Box  4500,  Ten¬ 
nessee  Colony,  TX  75861;  and  to:  Director, 
T.D.C.,  PO  Box  99,  Huntsville,  TX  77340. 

Any  letters  sent  will  be  much  appreciated. 

Thank  you, 
John  Browne 
365876  (12-EE-63) 
PO  Box  4500 
Tennessee  Colony,  TX  75861 


A  weekly  voice  of  sanity 

Dear  GCN: 

GCN  is  about  to  benefit  from  homo¬ 
phobia;  well,  sort  of.  Our  local  public  radio 
station  aired  an  NPR  Morning  Edition 
homophobic  report  of  a  Canadian  movie. 
The  review  related  how  the  movie  equated 
violence  with  homosexuality;  the  review 
wasn’t  the  least  bit  critical  of  such  a  bigoted 
attitude. 

At  any  rate,  I  had  been  pledging 
$  15/month  to  this  station.  Since  I  am  also 
disappointed  in  their  generally  conservative 
viewpoints,  1  have  decided  to  cancel  my 
pledge.  1  would  like  to  add  the  $15/month 
to  my  current  GCN  pledge  of  $10/month. 
Enclosed  is  a  check  for  $25. 

Perhaps  you  can  tailor  a  fundraising  ap¬ 
peal  using  this  strategy?  I’m  sure  there  are 
other  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are  giving  to 
media  organizations  that  don’t  serve  our  in¬ 
terests.  You  could  encourage  people  to  give 
instead  to  GCN.  Anyway,  just  an  idea  for 
your  consideration. 

Is  there  anything  that  non-Boston  people 
can  do  to  help  GCNl  If  there’s  anything  we 
can  do  from  up  here  please  ask.  I  can’t  make 
any  promises,  but  it’s  worth  asking. 

At  any  rate,  please  keep  publishing  the 
finest  1/g  paper  in  the  land.  You’re  a  weekly 
voice  of  sanity. 

Sincerely 

_  Peter  Klehm 

Ithaca,  NY 


PAGE  4  □  JUNE  5-11,  1988  □  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collective  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events  and  news  in  the  interest  of 
gay  and  lesbian  liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid  staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of  volunteers,  and  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  the  membership. 

Opinions  reflected  in  "editorials"  represent  the  views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters  and  columns  represent  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers  to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  information,  and  to 
volunteer  and  become  members. 

The  GCN  Collective  in  alphabetical  order  by  primary  title/function  (’indicates  member  of  paid  staff  collective): 


ADVERTISING 

Display:  Wickie  Stamps’ 

Classified:  Dan  Page’ 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  AIDS 

Michael  Bronksi,  Ann  Collins,  Nancy  De  Luca,  Gregory 
Gazaway, Shelley  Mains,  Jennie  McKnight,  Dan  Mishkind, 
Manea  Murray,  Elizabeth  Pincus,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Marc 
Stein 

ANTI-RACISM  COMMITTEE 

Susan  Bernstein,  Stephanie  Poggi,  Art  Cohen,  Gordon 
Gottlieb 

ART/PRODUCTION  DEPARTMENT 

Art  Director:  Liz  Galst’ 

Illustrators/Layout:  Jim  Fauntleroy,  David  Mynott,  Kara 
Wilson,  Susan  Yousem 

Proofreaders:  Jan  Fielding,  Gordon  Gottlieb,  Todd 
Hollister,  Rob  Krikorian,  John  O'Brien,  Read  Weaver 
Redesign  format:  Dan  Mishkind,  Niall  Sweeney 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
Gerardo  Maria  Cabrera,  Steve  Dyer,  Jim  Fauntleroy, 
Mike  Friedman,  Gregory  Gazaway,  Fred  Gorman, 
Catherine  Reid,  Julie  Rioux 
CIRCULATION  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Chris  Bull’ 

Data  Entry:  John  Jones,  Jose  Padilla,  Whitt  Pond.  Paul 
Schierenbeck 

Staff:  Paul  Amato,  Janna  Bremer,  Richard  Chumley, 
Bamaby  Fisher,  Paul  Graves,  David  Hunt,  Larry  Hitt, 
Ronn  Jackson,  Stephen  Magnus,  Matt  Mahoney,  Carl 
Mann,  William  Newton,  Mark  O'Malley,  Warren 
Patterson,  Gilbert  Roy,  Jr.,  Mary  Russel,  Bill  Sweet, 
David  Waite 

COMPUTER  COMMITTEE 

Ann  Collins,  Mark  Curby,  Steve  Dyer,  Art  Cohen, 
Sherman  Hanke,  Troy  Richardson,  Paul  Schierenbeck 
COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Laurie  Sherman' 

DISTRIBUTION 

Boston  area:  Gloria's  Trucking 

Bulk  Distribution:  Ray  Hopkins 

New  York  Distribution:  Ubiquity  Distribution,  1050  East 

4th  Street,  Brooklyn,  NY  11230,  (718)  789-3137. 

FEATURES  DEPARTMENT 

Editrix:  Stephanie  Poggi' 

Assistant:  Michael  Bronski 
Calendar  Coordinator:  Todd  Hollister 
Staff:  Gerardo  Maria  Cabrera,  Siong-huat  Chua,  Ed 
Cohen,  Susie  Day,  Carrie  Dearborn,  Paul  Dixon,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Liz  Galst,  Amy  Gluckman,  Larry  Goldsmith, 
Jewelle  Gomez,  Diane  Hamer,  Craig  Harris,  Loie  Hayes, 
Don  Hill,  Monica  Hileman,  Ellen  Herman,  Margaret 
Hunt,  Janice  Irvine,  Miranda  Kolbe,  Bill  Kreidler,  John 
Kyper,  Robin  Lippincott,  Shelley  Mains,  E.  G.  Martin, 


Mara  Math,  Duncan  Mitchel,  Pam  Mitchell,  Marea 
Murray,  Cindy  Patton,  William  A.  Percy,  Veneita  Porter, 
Patricia  A.  Roth,  Charley  Shively,  Donald  Stone,  Maida 
Tilchen,  Tim  Walton 

INDEXER 

Charles  Ash 

NEWS  DEPARTMENT 

Editrix:  Jennie  McKnight’ 

Local  Reporter:  Elizabeth  Pincus’ 

Staff  Writer:  Chris  Bull' 

Staff:  Michael  Botkin,  Scott  Brookie,  Betsy  Brown, 

Joanne  Brown,  Art  Cohen,  Nancy  DeLuca,  Jim 
Fauntleroy,  Caroline  Foty,  Chris  Guilfoy,  Craig  Harris, 
Marty  Heggestad,  John  Hubert,  Stephen  Hunt,  Janice 
Irvine,  Jud  Kempson,  Lori  Kenschaft,  Miranda  Kolbe, 

John  Kyper,  Kendall  Lovett,  Tatiana  Schreiber,  Glenn 
Sitzmann,  Mandy  Smith,  Denise  Sudell,  Nancy  Wechsler, 
Rex  Wockner,  Diana  Woodall,  John  Zeh 
OFFICE  MANAGERfPRISONER  PROJECT 
Mike  Riegle’ 

Prisoner  Project  Staff:  Debra  Davenport,  Tiyo  Attallah 
Salah-EI,  Richard  Tremblay 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Susan  Bernstein,  Darlene,  Susan  Fleischmann,  Marilyn 
Humphries,  Patsy  Lynch,  Debbie  Rich,  RINK,  Ellen  Shub,  t 
Lee  Snider,  Brian  Quinby,  Laura  Wulf 
PROMOTIONS  DEPARTMENT 
Coordinator:  Dan  Page’ 

Interim  Microfilm  Promoter:  Donald  Stone 
TYPOGRAPHY  DEPARTMENT 
GCN  Typesetter/Features  writer:  Christopher  Wittke’ 
Outside  Typesetting  Coordinator:  Sylvia  Brownrigg 
Staff:  Ann  Fry,  Michael  Grossman,  Amy  Groves,  Amy 
Lustig,  Chris  Madsen,  Pam  Mitchell,  Tim  Walton,  Nancy 
Wechsler 

©1988.  Bromfield  Street  Educational  Foundation.  Inc.,  all  rights 
reserved.  Reprint  by  permission  only. 

Gay  Community  News  is  published  weekly  (except  the  last 
week  of  April,  August  and  December),  by  the  Bromfield  Street 
Educational  Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation.  Our  office 
is  located  at  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (617)  426-4469. 
TTY/TDD  426-0332. 

Second-class  postage  paid  at  Boston,  Mass.  Annual  subscription 
rate  is  $33.  Institutional  rate:  $40.  ISSN:  (0I47-0728J.  Member  New 
England  Press  Association,  Reporters  Committee  for  Freedom  of 
the  Press,  COSMEP  member. 

GCN  is  included  in  the  Alternative  Press  Index,  published 
quarterly  by  the  Alternative  Press  Center,  Inc.,  Box  33109. 
Baltimore.  MD  21218. 

Volumes  1-14  of  GCN  are  available  on  microfilm  for  $33/volume. 
Write  GCN/Microfilm  for  more  information. 

Postmaster:  Send  address  changes  to:  Gay  Community  Newt, 
62  Berkeley  St..  Boston,  MA  02116. 


CELEBRATE 
OUR  15th  AND 
SAVE  IT  BUCKS 


gay 

COMMUNITY 

NEWS 


Lesbian  unionist 
reinstated 

Pe-imiv  among  it*  rant  amt  flit, 

!'.<e  Mg  i  huir  for  wvrlun  at  t*t  L'nW. 

of  .Vfvftqcofl  *r«t  hunt  munti  M  Act 
it'tngJr'  wit  ottwr  mucin  iratim 


gay 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

K>  HFUiN  TV*  dftfei  t 


Minister  guilty 
of  lesbianism 

TV  nirmarr  q,’  MiaMaftu  mmearr 
kuuowi  ftrtwB  ««n  at  natw  •>  ,>«upr 
'WW  (**'■  »**  «**•*  amn  from  'At  tram 
iftuAVmwwi/  ws fA  the  <-u  Aetna 


TERRY  SWEENEY 


Name _ Address  _ _____ 

City _ State _ Zip  _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □  I  year  $33  $ 

25  weeks  $20  $ 

25  weeks/low  income  $12  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner  $ 
Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 


These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Institutional  rate:  $40  per  year.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations,  which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscnptions.  62  Berkeley  Street.  Boston.  MA  02116 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit,  educational  foundation 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


Act  up,  blow  up,  throw  up 

Dear  GOV: 

Your  April  Fools  issue  was  great,  and 
helped  bring  into  focus  an  issue  for  us  at 
ACT  UP.  Everyone  is,  indeed,  ACTING 
UP,  ACTING  OUT,  ACTING  NOW,  not 
to  mention  getting  confused. 

Let’s  take  this  one  step  at  a  time. 

ACT  NOW  is  the  AIDS  Coalition  to  Net¬ 
work,  Organize  and  Win,  formed  as  a  result 
of  the  “Out  and  Outraged”  civil  disobe¬ 
dience  and  meeting  of  AIDS  activists  at  the 
March  on  Washington.  It  is  headquartered 
in  San  Francisco,  and  is  a  coalition,  not  a 
hierarchy,  of  activist  groups. 

ACT  OUT  is  well-known  to  us  here  in 
Boston  and  these  are  the  folks  who  have 
been  focusing  on  gay  and  lesbian  civil  rights. 
We  all  remember  the  rough  time  the  cops 
gave  them  at  the  State  House.  As  an  affiliate 
in  the  coalition  above,  they  recently  released 
a  Spring  Agenda  for  highlighting  AIDS 
issues  in  conjunction  with  civil  rights  issues. 

ACT  UP,  the  AIDS  Coalition  to  Unleash 
Power,  was  born  in  New  York,  inspired  by 
famous  playwright  Larry  Kramer,  author  of 
The  Normal  Heart.  After  tremendous  suc¬ 
cess  in  New  York  with  its  now-famous 
“Silence  =  Death”  holocaust  metaphor, 
ACT  UP  had  a  large  and  angry  contingent  in 
the  National  March.  ACT  UP/Boston  is  an 
extension  of  that  philosophical  thrust:  turn 
rage,  grief,  and  hopelessness  into  creative 
activism.  ACT  UP’s  emphasis  is  on  AIDS 
treatment  issues,  and  the  use  of  dramatic 
“Zap”  actions  to  stir  up  debate  on  treat¬ 
ment  and  research  as  well  as  ethics. 

I  know  this  all  gets  a  bit  jangled,  but  there 
is  a  method  to  the  madness,  and  it  all  has 
something  to  do  with  spoofing  what  medi¬ 
cine  and  psychiatry  have  to  say  about  our 
community.  My  chart  at  Mass  General  pro¬ 
bably  has  me  ACTING  UP,  ACTING 
OUT,  BLOWING  UP  and  THROWING 
UP  since  I  was  diagnosed,  since  PWAs  who 
empower  themselves  tend  to  make  the  steth¬ 
oscope  and  Gucci  Loafers  set  nervous. 

New  York  has  been  experiencing  the 
semantic  quagmire  —  and  the  exciting  new 
wave  of  AIDS  activism  it  brings  —  for  over 
a  year.  It’s  time  for  Boston  to  get  nasty. 

We  can  “clean  up”  and  “cover  up”  the 
institutional  self-interest,  bureaucratic  foot- 
dragging  and  deadly  red  tape  with  pleasant 
metaphors,  but  that  will  not  end  what 
amounts  to  iatrogenic  genocide.  We  can 
also  fundraise  until  there  is  a  bottle  of  Fume 
Blanc  and  a  wheel  of  Gouda  on  every  desk, 
but  that  will  not  make  the  death  toll  de¬ 
crease.  Our  biggest  enemy  is  complacency, 
and  the  pat  answers  to  serious  questions  it 
provides.  Complacency  looks  nice;  activism 
looks  angry. 

This  is  the  world’s  premier  medical  re¬ 
search  center.  It  is  the  responsibility  of  this 
community  to  raise  hell  rigid  here,  and  to 
keep  raising  hell  until  People  with  AIDS  are 
viewed  as  valid  members  of  our  society  who 
deserve  to  live,  not  “victims”  of  a 
“uniformly  fatal”  disease,  caused  by  a 
“virus”  for  which  there  is  “no  cure.” 
There’s  much,  much  more  to  it  than  that.  I 
have  been  told  that  the  New  England  Dea¬ 
coness  hospital  is  “no  longer  taking  new 
AIDS  cases.”  Does  anybody  feel  alarmed?  I 
do.  It  is  exemplary  of  the  horrifying  land¬ 
scape  of  AIDS,  which  seems  to  close  in  on 
hope. 

It  is  indeed  time  to  ACT  UP,  BLOW  UP, 
THROW  UP  —  anything  —  in  order  to 
keep  ourselves  and  our  loved  ones  alive. 

Meanwhile,  keep  the  definitions  of  ACT 
NOW,  ACT  OUT  and  ACT  UP  posted  on 
your  fridge  for  reference  and  do  not  attempt 
to  explain  any  of  this  to  your  therapist, 
especially  if  he  or  she  is  straight. 

And  let’s  see  that  rowdy  Washington 
spirit  all  spring  in  Boston  and  especially  on 
Pride  Day.  It  helps  keep  the  PWAs  alive  a 
lot  more  than  you  think. 

Sincerely, 
G.  Steven  Rose 
Ethics  Subcommittee 
ACT  UP/Boston 
Boston,  MA 

Good  morning  homophobia 

Dear  GCN : 

I’d  like  to  speak  out  about  the  movie 
Good  Morning  Vietnam.  When  I  first  saw 
the  film,  I  left  feeling  uneasy  but  I  could  not 
place  why.  I  saw  the  movie  a  second  time 
with  some  gay  friends,  and  they  understood 
my  personal  uneasiness.  They  were  full  of 
anger  and  outrage  and  saw  within  the  movie 
repeated  episodes  of  blatant  homophobia. 

They  spoke  about  how  any  humor  that 


was  directed  toward  gays  was  always  in 
snide  and  off-colored  remarks.  And  any  gay 
characters  that  are  portrayed  serve  no  func¬ 
tion  in  the  movie  other  than  comic  relief. 

My  anger  rages  forth  because  the  film’s 
producers  duped  me  into  laughing  at  gay 
stereotypes  that  the  mainstream  audience 
finds  acceptable  and  humorous.  I  begin  to 
see  why  my  friends  were  so  upset  because  if 
any  other  minority  group  was  so  used  for 
comic  relief,  such  as  blacks,  there  would  be 
public  outcry  and  condemnation.  But  this 
film  receives  acclaim  and  possible  awards. 
How  can  this  be? 

I  see  now  how  blatant  the  film  dares  to  be 
and  yet  my  community  remains  silent.  I 
wonder  what  Bob  Andrews  would  do? 

Much  love, 

_  Matthew  B.  Mahoney 

Arlington,  MA 

Gay  American  Indians  and 
AIDS 


GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  sent  to  the 
President ’s  Commission  on  A  IDS  in  March . 

Dear  Commissioners, 

On  March  11,  1987  I  was  confirmed  to 
speak  before  the  Commission  on  AIDS.  On 
Monday,  March  21st,  I  was  informed  that 
my  name  was  replaced  by  another  speaker. 
With  much  disappointment  in  your  office 
staff,  I  submit  my  written  testimony  to  be 
included  in  this  important  hearing. 

Let  me  begin  by  saying  it  came  to  me  as  no 
surprise  —  lesbian  and  gay  people  are  often 
left  out  of  major  decision-making  processes 
that  ultimately  will  affect  their  lives.  I  firmly 
believe  that  the  gay  Indian  community  can 
adequately  speak  for  themselves  on  ac¬ 
quired  immunodeficiency  syndrome  (AIDS) 
since  we  fall  under  the  high  risk  category. 

Five  years  ago,  AIDS  hit  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Indian  community.  The  local  agencies 
and  individuals  panicked  and  were  afraid  of 
contracting  AIDS  through  casual  contact. 
Today  the  Indian  community  still  sees  AIDS 
as  a  “white  disease,”  and  a  majority  of  gay 
Indian  men  are  still  living  in  fear  and  denial 
over  AIDS.  To  compound  the  situation, 
American  Indians  are  not  using  services  pro¬ 
vided  by  non-Indian  AIDS  agencies.  Cur¬ 
rently  there  is  no  tribally  or  culturally  sen¬ 
sitive  AIDS  literature  available  to  our  com¬ 
munity  by  organizations  such  as  Shanti  and 
the  AIDS  Foundation,  who  receive  the  bulk 
of  private,  state  and  city  funding.  Today  our 
media  still  report  “little  white  boys”  with 
AIDS  and  local  news  programs  always  inter¬ 
view  non-Indian  PWAs  (Persons  with 
AIDS).  Much  needed  resources  need  to  be 
available  to  our  community. 

When  members  come  to  our  office  and 
ask  whether  they  should  take  the  AIDS  an¬ 
tibody  test,  we  spend  hours  with  them 
before  and  after  testing.  Just  waiting  for  the 
results  is  traumatic,  not  to  mention  that 
when  they  go  to  the  alternative  test  site  they 
are  given  a  questionnaire  which  mentions 
every  race  except  American  Indian.  Further¬ 
more,  if  you  are  admitted  to  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  AIDS  Ward,  you  will  be 
checked  off  as  Caucasian  because  there  is  no 
ethnic  category  for  American  Indian.  Cur¬ 
rently  we  are  still  considered 
“Other/Unknown”  by  the  CDC  and  the 
State  of  California.  I  believe  some  serious 
steps  (or  legislation)  are  needed  to  identify 
American  Indians  as  an  ethnic  entity.  So 
many  times  we  are  told  by  funding  agencies 
that  our  community  needs  are  not  important 
because  we  do  not  have  a  significant  number 
of  AIDS  cases  as  the  blacks  or  hispanics  do. 

In  five  years  AIDS  has  claimed  nine  In¬ 
dian  lives,  and  we  are  currently  working 
with  eleven  PWAs  and  several  PW/ARC 
cases,  and  our  local  San  Francisco  Public 
Health  Department  does  not  accurately 
reflect  our  statistics  on  the  local  level.  Being 
a  gay  organization  we  know  first  hand  the 
number  of  cases  that  are  not  being  reported. 

Currently  the  Indian  AIDS  Project  has 
fifteen  volunteers  trained  on  AIDS  and 
emotional  support  for  our  PWAs.  The  most 
difficult  part  in  working  with  PWAs  is  that 
many  Indian  parents  who  live  on  reserva¬ 
tions  may  not  know  their  sons  or  daughters 
are  gay.  It’s  hard  to  explain  to  the  parents 
about  their  deceased  child’s  lifestyle  or  why 
he  or  she  committed  suicide.  Also,  if  the 
PWA  dies,  the  “family  only”  rule  allows 
the  family  to  claim  the  body  and  send  it 
home,  creating  financial  burdens  for  Gay 
American  Indians  because  most  Indian 
PWAs  have  no  medical  or  burial  insurance. 
Their  families  are  generally  poor  and  we 


have  had  to  pay  traveling  expenses  for  the 
family  and  shipping  expenses  for  the  body  in 
some  cases.  We  manage  to  hold  memorials 
to  our  fallen  warriors.  This  is  one  of  many 
ways  we  support  each  other  in  time  of  mour¬ 
ning. 

The  work  we’re  doing  for  our  PWAs  and 
getting  AIDS  information  put  to  the 
American  Indian  community  is  extraor¬ 
dinary,  considering  we’re  doing  the  service 
without  paid  staff  and  without  federal  and 
state  money  earmarked  for  our  community. 

We  know  what  needs  to  be  done  to  pro¬ 
vide  AIDS  education  to  our  Indian  com¬ 
munity.  All  we  request  is  that  the  federal 
government  and  agencies  such  as  the  PHS 
(Public  Health  Service),  IHS  (Indian  Health 
Service)  and  BIA  (Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs) 
act  more  responsibly  to  American  Indians 
living  on  and  off  the  reservations.  The  ex¬ 
periences  I  cited  today  are  happening  all 
over  the  country. 

I  hereby  recommend  the  following: 

1.  Hold  a  special  AIDS  hearing  for 
American  Indians  to  include  persons  with 
AIDS,  community  leaders,  and  community- 
based  organizations. 

2.  Increase  funding  for  tribally  and  cultural¬ 
ly  sensitive  AIDS  literature  to  be 
disseminated  on  and  off  reservations. 

3.  Provide  funding  for  emotional  support 
and  counseling  for  post-AIDS  clients.  This 
should  include  family  supportive  services. 

4.  Enact  a  federal  mandate  that  will  include 
American  Indian/ Alaska  Native  as  an 
ethnic  category. 

5.  Promote  funding  for  a  national  American 
Indian  AIDS  baseline  survey  geared  to  men- 
who-have-sex-with-other-men  and  IV  drug 
abuse  populations. 

6.  Earmark  block  grants  to  Indian 
community-based  organizations  at  all  levels, 
especially  with  Indian  Health  Service. 

7.  PWA  case  management  should  be  kept 
strictly  confidential  at  all  levels,  especially 
with  Indian  Health  Service. 

8.  Increase  funding  for  substance  abuse  pro¬ 
grams.  Alcohol  and  drug  use  is  often  the 
prelude  to  high  risk  behavior  patterns. 

I  thank  you  for  your  consideration  of  this 
important  testimony  on  how  AIDS  affects 
the  often  neglected  and  misunderstood 
population  of  American  Indians. 

Sincerely, 
Randy  T.  Burns 
President 

Gay  American  Indians,  Inc. 

San  Francisco,  CA 

Info  on  Cuban  detainees  hard 
to  come  by 

Dear  GCN: 

Since  January  of  1988  Pipelines  (a 
prisoner  support  organization]  has  been  try¬ 
ing  to  get  information  from  INS  personnel 
about  procedures  for  helping  Cuban  De¬ 
tainees  obtain  their  freedom.  Pipelines  now 
has  8  applicants  requesting  support  services. 
Four  of  them  have  been  in  prison  since  1981 
without  ever  committing  a  crime  or  having 
been  sentenced.  One  of  these  was  14  when 
he  was  incarcerated  by  order  of  the  INS. 

How  can  anyone  who  came  from  another 
country,  unfamiliar  with  the  language  or 
lifestyle,  personally  get  to  know  someone  in 
order  to  find  a  “sponsor”  [for  parole]? 

Pipelines  has  another  practical  question 
to  ask  INS.  It  is  reported  that  the  cost  of 
maintaining  a  person  in  prison  for  one  year 
is  between  $12,000  and  $18,000.  Some 
reports  put  the  number  of  Cuban  detainees 
still  in  US  prisons  in  the  thousands.  Why 
would  the  US  spend  all  this  money  to  keep 
these  people  in  prison? 

The  courts  have  said  the  INS  has  the  right 
to  keep  a  detainee  in  prison  without  court 
intervention  as  long  as  they  choose.  For  a 
country  espousing  Human  Rights  in  other 
countries,  isn’t  this  an  embarassment  to  the 
United  States? 

Anyone  with  information  about  how  to 
get  Cuban  Detainees  released  so  Pipelines 
can  seriously  be  developing  Support  Ser¬ 
vices  for  their  applicants,  please  contact 
Mirian  Fuentes,  PIPELINES,  Box  1668, 
Asheville,  NC  28802. 

Thank  you, 
Mirian  Fuentes 
Asheville,  NC 


My  story 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  born  in  1950.  My  mother  was  a 
cherokee  indian,  my  father  a  traveling 
irishman.  At  2  'A  I  was  adopted  to  an  all 
white  family.  By  the  time  I  was  7  I  began  to 
run  away  from  home.  I  just  simply  didn’t 
feel  loved,  accepted,  etc.  Going  to  school 
was  a  real  pain.  My  complexion  was  a  deep 
coppertone  all  year  round  and  a  lot  of 
children  projected  negative  vibes.  After 
many  whippings  and  other  punishments  by 
the  time  I  was  12,  I  was  a  total  nervous 
wreck.  Violence  made  me  sick  to  my 
stomach  and  my  whole  life  was  surrounded 
by  alcohol  and  fighting.  As  far  as  being  lov¬ 
ed,  I  guess  I  was,  but  the  gentleness  and 
showing  of  this  love  was  rarely  felt.  I 
hungered  for  simple  understanding. 
Physically  I  was  slender  and  almost  looked 
like  a  little  girl. 

Once  I  ran  away  from  home  at  13  and 
ended  up  on  a  river  swamp.  There  I  was 
picked  up  by  three  young  men,  age  16  to  18 
and  invited  on  their  boat.  After  we  were  a 
mile  or  so  down  river,  I  was  told  I  would  be 
thrown  overboard  if  I  didn’t  perform  cer¬ 
tain  sexual  favors.  I  performed  oral  sex  on  2 
of  the  guys  and  was  put  off  on  a  sand  barge. 
The  following  day  a  game  warden  found 
me. 

I  ran  away  several  times  and  was 
sometimes  picked  up  by  genuine  homosex¬ 
uals  while  streetwalking  or  hitchhiking  and 
had  a  less  aggressive  form  of  sex. 

Finally  my  parents  had  me  sent  to  training 
school.  Nine  months  and  several  escapes 
later  I  was  returned  home  and  a  team  of  pro¬ 
fessional  psychiatrists  told  my  parents  all  I 
needed  was  love. 

About  five  months  later  I  was  put  in  jail 
for  breaking  and  entering  because  while  hit¬ 
chhiking  a  prominent  newspaper  reporter 
picked  me  up  and  gave  me  several  blowjobs. 
He  then  dropped  me  off  at  one  of  his 
friends’  house  and  I  spent  the  night.  The 
following  day  he  left  me  at  his  house  and 
went  to  work.  1  got  restless  and  left.  I  got  a 
simple  yellow  windbreaker,  a  small  portable 
radio  and  a  few  donuts  and  hit  the  road 
again.  The  following  day  l  was  picked  up  for 
B&E  and  thrown  in  jail.  I  naturally  did  not 
know  how  to  defend  myself  legally  and  since 
I  was  now  about  14  and  had  been  running 
away  from  home  so  often,  the  judge  refer¬ 
red  me  to  an  adult  felony  court  where  I  got  2 
years  in  the  state  prison  with  grown-ups. 

I  was  bartered  and  sold  from  one  old  con 
to  another  for  6  months.  I  became  the  most 
talked  of  young  boy  in  prison.  Naturally  I 
began  to  enjoy  the  cigarettes,  coffee  and 
gifts,  and  the  attention  and  love  I  received 
from  the  cons.  The  anal  sex  was  sometimes 
enjoyable,  sometimes  not.  Sometimes  I  fell 
in  love  with  a  con,  sometimes  I  wanted  to 
commit  suicide. 

Later  I  was  sent  to  a  juvenile  unit.  It  was 
nothing  more  than  a  gladiator  school. 
About  a  year  and  many  beatings  and  a 
broken  jaw  and  several  rapes  later  I  was  sent 
back  to  the  state  prison,  a  nervous  wreck. 
Most  of  the  old  timers  welcomed  my  return 
and  so  did  I.  After  awhile  I  went  home. 

I  honestly  tried  to  fit  in  with  family  life, 
school,  etc.  but  I  just  couldn’t.  I  got  real  bad 
acne  at  this  time  and  my  whole  world  fell 
apart.  After  5  months  I  fell  for  faking  a  rob¬ 
bery  with  my  hands  in  my  pocket  and  was 
sent  back  to  the  prison. 

I’m  not  young  and  pretty  anymore.  I’m 
considered  a  very  rough,  tough  convict.  I’m 
highly  respected  by  most.  Today,  I  have  a 
very  large  weakness  for  the  girlie  acting 
young  gays.  I  still  love  anal  sex  but  most  of 
all  I  love  romantic  lovemaking  with  young 
gays,  no  butches. 

I’ve  had  spiritual  revelations  in  the  passed 
12  years.  Today  I’m  a  sincere  Vegetarian 
and  practicing  theosophist.  I  am  no  holy 
roller.  But  I  do  know  there  is  exact  and 
Divine  Justice  that  far  surpasses  a  judge  & 
12  jurymembers. 

I  don’t  have  all  the  answers  and  now 
AIDS  has  come  into  the  picture  and  we  all 
must  question  why  and  how  we  got  where 
we  are.  I  think  death  is  something  we  all 
must  deal  with  whether  it’s  a  carwreck,  old 
age  or  AIDS. 

I  would  like  to  hear  from  some  readers  of 
your  paper.  Due  to  having  only  2  free  letters 
weekly,  postage  stamps  will  help  speed  up 
replies.  I  will  answer  any  and  all  letters  in  a 
sincere  and  honest  way. 

John  R.  Pope 
055125 

3876  Evans  Rd,  Box  50 
Polk  City,  FL  33868 
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Continued  from  page  3 

unwell.  Her  mother  flew  up  to  visit  her  with 
herbs  from  her  own  and  from  neighbors’ 
gardens.  Johnson  said  the  herbs  made  her 
feel  better. 

In  another  anecdote  of  Johnson’s,  her 
nephew  was  apartment-sitting  for  a  native 
now  living  in  this  area,  and  when  he  went  in¬ 
to  the  woman’s  apartment  he  was  highly 
disturbed  by  the  presence  of  statues  and 


candles.  He  came  back  to  Johnson’s  apart¬ 
ment  and  told  one  of  her  two  sons  that  this 
woman  whose  home  he  was  watching  was  a 
practitioner  of  “black  arts.”  “Black  arts,” 
said  one  of  Johnson’s  sons  scornfully, 
“that’s  not  black  arts,  that  is  our  culture.” 
Johnson  was  very  proud  of  her  son’s  recog¬ 
nition  of  a  bit  of  Honduras  in  the  United 
States.  She  also  discussed  how  difficult  it  is 
for  her  to  spread  information  about  AIDS 
in  the  Latino  community.  “There’s  a  lot  of 
Continued  on  page  12 
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YOU  COULD  BE  READING.  .  . 


The  Women's  Review 
of  Books 


Published  monthly 

A  source  of  information  and 
informed  opinion  that  more  and 
more  readers  find  indispensable. 

Not  just  a  guide  to  good  reading— 
a  monitor  of  the  currents  in 
contemporary  feminism. 

Recent  and  forthcoming  reviews  by 
Pauline  Bart,  Evelyn  Torton  Beck, 
Barbara  Christian,  Michelle  Cliff, 
Blanche  Wiesen  Cook,  Jean  Bethke 
Elshtain,  Susan  Gubar,  Ruth  Hubbard, 
Jane  Marcus,  Arlene  Raven  and  many 
more. . . 


To  subscribe: 

Send  $15  (individuals)  or  $25 
(institutions)  to:  Dept.  EX, 

The  Women’s  Review  of  Books, 
Wellesley  College  Center  for  Research 
on  women,  Wellesley,  MA  02181-8255. 
(Outside  the  US:  Please  add  $18 
airmail,  $5  surface  mall;  Canadian 
subscribers  only  add  $3.) 

Please  make  all  payments  in  US 
dollars,  by  check  or  money  order,  to 
The  Women’s  Review  of  Books. 
Allow  6-8  weeks  for  all  subscription 
transactions. 

Free  sample  copy  available  on 
request. 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual.  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-486 / 

Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Fiealth  Insurance 
’  Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


BUDDF.NRRCDKS 

BACK  BAY  BGDKSM1TH 

Boston ’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of  print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  5364433 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc  ,  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi.  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland.  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station.  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail:  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
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Barbara  Wilson 


Uncertain  journey  to 
mourning 

Barbara  Wilson ’s  new  novel  bewilders;  her  short 
stories  engage 


Cows  and  Horses 

Barbara  Wilson 

The  Eighth  Mountain  Press,  Portland,  Ore., 
1988 

$  7. 95  paper,  1 98pp. 

Miss  Venezuela 

Barbara  Wilson 

Seal  Press,  Seattle,  1 988 

$9.95  paper,  31 1  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Sylvia  Brownrigg 

t  was  a  current  of  anxiety  that  kept  me 
turning  the  pages  of  Barbara  Wilson’s 
novel  Cows  and  Horses.  I  began  worry¬ 
ing  in  the  first  few  pages  as  Wilson  sets  up  a 
situation  weighted  with  romantic 
possibilities  for  the  heroine,  who  is  trying  to 
get  over  the  loss  of  her  lover  of  ten  years. 
The  anxiety  is  made  more  acute  by  the  unat¬ 
tractive  alternatives  —  the  sturdy  maternal 
farm  woman  Mary  Anne;  the  cheerful,  im¬ 
pulsive  dyke-on-a-bike  Kelly;  cynical  silver- 
haired  Sylvia;  or  the  ex-lover  herself,  proto- 
businessfemme  Norah.  The  reader  can’t  in 
good  conscience  wish  any  of  them  on  poor 
Bet.  It  is  not  until  the  last  pages  of  the  novel 
that  we  discover  our  anxiety  is  misplaced 
and  that  Bet  has  had  the  wisdom  to  beat  us 
to  the  punch:  the  novel  is  about  mourning, 
not  forgetting,  and  the  odyssey  is  supposed 
to  be  one  of  uncertainty. 

The  story  takes  us  through  bewildered 
Bet’s  fumbling  attempts  to  re-establish  her 
independence  and  self-confidence  after  the 
devastating  loss  of  her  lover  (who  is  also  her 
business  partner).  It’s  an  uphill  battle.  Bet 
has  always  been  the  quiet,  sensible,  loyal 
type,  while  Norah  engaged  in  her  many  af¬ 
fairs,  the  last  of  which  became  serious 
enough  to  take  her  away  permanently. 
Without  Norah  as  an  anchor,  Bet  is  adrift, 
faceless,  unable  to  understand  herself.  The 
difficulty  here  is  that  Wilson  so  convincingly 
draws  Bet’s  portrait  as  faltering  and 
unclear;  the  strongest  feeling  the  reader  can 
develop  for  her  is  sympathy  —  nothing  more 
rousing  or  engaging.  When  late  in  the  novel 
Norah  sees  Bet’s  inability  to  pull  herself 
together  and  says  in  frustration,  “You 
don’t  really  care  about  anything.  You’re  the 
most  boring  person  I  know,”  Bet’s  internal 
response  is,  “...It  was  true.  Norah  had  filled 
her  life;  without  Norah  there  was  nothing 
left.  It  was  pathetic.” 

Having  watched  Bet  go  through  a  series  of 
awkward  and  unsuccessful  maneuvers  with 
Kelly,  it  is  tempting  to  agree  that  Bet  has 
become  pathetic  —  but  it’s  a  pathos  without 
heart,  one  that  leaves  the  reader  almost  as 
defeated  as  Bet  in  her  inability  to  find  a  way 
out,  or  a  way  home. 

This  weakness  runs  through  most  of  the 
characters  in  Cows  and  Horses,  none  of 
whom  have  found  the  answers  (if  there  are 
any)  to  the  problems  of  lesbian  life  and  lov¬ 
ing.  Wilson  intends,  I  think,  to  show  us  that 
this  is  complex  territory,  one  without  the 
ideal  answers  often  found  in  lesbian  fiction. 
(To  underline  the  point,  she  includes  a 
parodic  quotation  from  a  lesbian  novel  Bet 
picks  up,  in  which  the  women  “kissed  for 


what  seemed  like  forever,  unutterably 
ecstatic  at  the  discovery  of  this  new-found 
bliss.”  Nothing  could  be  further  from  Bet’s 
experience  at  this  point.)  But  through  most 
of  the  novel  we  view  all  the  characters  and 
their  struggles  through  Bet’s  jaundiced  eye, 
which  makes  it  difficult  to  see  the  dignity  in 
their  search  for  answers. 

In  the  case  of  Kelly,  for  example,  it  is  hard 
to  shake  the  impression  left  by  Bet’s  early 
feeling,  that  “The  woman  seemed  so  lost,  so 
muddled,  so  pathetic  in  her  little  rituals  of 
courtship.”  —  even  if  we  later  suspect  that 
this  is  a  projection  of  Bet’s  own  confusion. 
Bet  and  Kelly  continue  a  stop-and-go  mostly 
sexual  relationship  for  the  middle  portion  of  the 
novel,  and  while  Wilson  is  deft  in  detailing 
Bet’s  reluctant  dependence  on  this  “re¬ 
bound”  involvement,  the  reader  doesn’t  ex¬ 
pect  any  meaning  in  the  relationship  because 
of  the  parameters  set  up  around  the  charac¬ 
ters  of  Kelly  and  Bet.  The  entire  episode 
seems  in  place  to  give  resonance  to  “Judy 
Journeywomon’s”  remark,  “There’s  a  kind 
of  shallowness  in  women’s  relationships, 
don’t  you  think?  We  get  so  easily 
attached... but  our  reasons  for  falling  in  love 
are  so  arbitrary.” 

The  passages  that  give  the  novel  its 
backbone  are  those  detailing  the  relation¬ 
ship  Bet  has  lost.  Here  Wilson’s  ear  for 
detail  in  conversation  and  her  sensitivity  to 
the  differences  that  eventually  cause  a  love 
to  diminish  are  at  their  most  persuasive; 
they  are  bound  to  make  any  reader  reflect 
on  her  own  experiences  of  loss  and  separa¬ 
tion.  Here  is  a  brief  passage  on  the  slow 
stages  of  change  at  the  ending  of  a  relation¬ 
ship: 

The  situation  with  Norah  was  worsening. 

The  first  week  after  the  breakup  had  been 
one  of  tender,  even  exalted  emotions. 
They  would  still  remain  close  friends,  no 
matter  what.  After  that  had  come  a  period 
of  uncertain  politeness,  exaggerated 
respect.  They  could  at  least  keep  working 
together....  But  since  Bet  had  gone  away 
and  come  back,  a  bitterness  had  arisen  on 
both  sides;  bitterness,  guilt  and  distrust. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  novel  Wilson 
finally  gives  us  the  material  to  understand 
what  is  happening  to  Bet,  by  providing 
scenes  drawn  with  this  kind  of  care  from  the 
last  trip  Bet  and  Norah  took  together  to 
Japan.  These  scenes  include  the  most  poig¬ 
nant  material  in  Cows  and  Horses,  since 
they  capture  the  mixed  joys  pf  a  long-term 
relationship  (in  the  unexpected  passion  of 
an  afternoon  in  an  inn  near  Mount  Fuji)  and 
the  disappointments  (the  inevitable  dif¬ 
ferences  in  their  ambitions,  as  Norah  tries  to 
push  Bet  against  her  will  up  the  final  slopes 
of  the  Mountain).  Gradually  we  come  to 
understand  more  fully  the  source  of  Bet’s 
grief. 

Rather  than  allowing  these  scenes  the 
breadth  that  might  help  us  gain  a  clearer 
view  of  Bet,  however,  Wilson  throughout 
employs  two  awkward  devices  to  help  us  see 
into  Bet’s  murky  interior:  a  constant  citing 
of  Bet’s  dreams  and  several  quotations  from 
the  books  Bet  is  reading  on  World  War  II. 
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On  finding  a  language  for 
lesbian  sex 


The  Cunt  Coloring  Book  artist  takes  on  erotic  writing 


,  -oiriq/r. 

Dreams  of  the  Woman  Who 
Loved  Sex 

Tee  Corinne 

Banned  Books,  Austin,  TX,  1987 
$  7.95  paper,  135pp. 


Reviewed  by  Nancy  DeLuca 

ee  Corinne,  probably  best  known  for 
her  Cunt  Coloring  Book  and  for  her 
graphic  photographs  of  lesbians, 
takes  on  the  challenge  of  writing  lesbian 
erotica  in  Dreams  of  the  Woman  Who  Lov¬ 
ed  Sex.  Inspired  by  the  work  of  Anais  Nin, 
Corinne  explains  in  the  introduction, 

1  realize  now  that  I  was  searching  for 
truth  as  well  as  for  facts  —  a  truth  that  is 
fuller,  richer,  more  detailed;  that  encom¬ 
passes  motivation,  biology  and  destiny. 
Nin’s  writing  gave  all  this  to  me. 

What  Nin’s  writing  lacked  was  a  lesbian 
focus. 

Corinne  notes  inspirations  in  lesbian 
erotica  as  well  —  poetry  by  Judy  Grahn, 
Adrienne  Rich,  Elana  Dykewomon,  and 
Audre  Lorde;  prose  by  June  Arnold, 
Willyce  Kim  and  others.  She  not  only  cites 
passages  from  these  influences,  but  provides 
a  bibliography  of  erotic  writing  by  women, 
including  non-English  speaking  writers  and 
poets. 

Another  impetus  to  write  these  stories 
came  from  the  pressure  of  medical  bills  and 
an  offer  of  $1000  from  Lonnie  Barbach  for 
erotic  short  stories.  Although  “erotica  for 
money”  may  seem  to  sully  the  artistic  need 
to  create,  it  is  a  time-honored  tradition,  and 
has  “spawned”  the  work  of  Henry  Miller 
and  Nin. 

Corinne’s  collection  is  divided  into  three 
parts:  “Passion  is  a  Forest  Fire  Between 
Us”  is  prose  that  chronicles  a  highly  sexually 
charged  relationship  between  Corinne  and 
her  lover,  Christine;  “The  Cream  Poems”  is 
a  group  of  31  poems,  one  for  each  day  of  the 
month;  and  “Dreams  of  the  Woman  Who 
Loved  Sex”  is  prose  that  mixes  personal 
history,  dreams  and  fantasy  into  a  multi¬ 
layered  gauze-like  tale  of  coming  out  as  a 
lesbian.  It  is  this  last  section  that  captures 
the  mystery  of  erotica. 

In  the  two  earlier  segments,  Corinne  fails 
to  match  the  spontaneity  and  thrill  of  sex 
with  language.  Ultimately,  the  outcome  of 
good  sex  is  known;  it  is  the  getting  there,  the 
playfulness  and  excitement  at  the  unex¬ 
pected  that  makes  each  act  different  and 
hopefully  satisfying.  Corinne  has  yet  to 
develop  that  spontaneity  in  her  writing;  her 
prose  in  the  narrative  “Passion  is  a  Forest 
Fire  Between  Us”  is  uninventive  and 
Somewhat  boring.  At  its  worst,  Corinne’s 
use  of  language  appears  totally  contrary  to 
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the  sexual  unleashing  she  is  describing.  Con¬ 
sider 

She  is  pressing  her  index  finger  lengthwise 
along  my  pubertal  crevice  and  I  know  I 
may  lose  my  composure  at  any  minute  so 
enjoy  our  drama  while  it  lasts. 

Not  only  is  this  line  humorously  in¬ 
congruous  with  the  act  it  describes,  but  it 
tempted  me  to  run  out  and  get  a  copy  of  the 
Cunt  Coloring  Book  to  see  if  I  knew  exactly 
what  a  “pubertal  crevice”  is. 

In  “The  Cream  Poems,”  the  language 
seems  more  liberated  by  the  poetic  form  — 
incomplete  sentences,  fragments  of 
thoughts  —  than  by  Corinne’s  gift  with 
words.  For  example,  Corinne’s  poem 
number  3  reads 

Creamy,  creaming 
slippery,  running 
love  liquid,  wild  honey 
glides  downward 
toward  the  cleft  in  your  bottom: 
curves 
crevices 
rivulets 

spent  lubrication. 

A  far  more  successful  line  on  a  similar  theme 
is  Marilyn  Hacker’s  “You  were  as  slow  as 
honey  leaving  a  teaspoon,  swirled  into  the 
cream.”  (from  the  poem  “Monday,  Mon¬ 
day  II”  in  Love,  Death,  and  the  Changing). 

It  is  not  until  the  last  section,  “Dreams  of 
the  Woman  Who  Loved  Sex,”  that  Corinne 
accomplishes  what  she  set  out  to  do.  She 
creates  a  space  of  blurred  reality,  lush  with 
scents,  fragrances  of  flowering  trees,  the 
taste  and  texture  of  ripe  fruit  —  under  a 
canopy  of  colors.  The  passages  flow 
through  a  truly  sensuous  space; 

The  Woman  in  Love  awoke  to  autumn, 
the  ginkgo’s  leaves  a  yellow  skirt  around 
her  trunk,  floppy  bright  maple,  aspen 
gold,  oak:  red  and  yellow,  green  and 
brown.... 

Autumn  spread  itself  around  her, 
marigold  orange  and  rust,  the  last  of  the 
geraniums,  early  violets,  milkweed  seeds 
in  the  wind. 

and, 

Exhausted  in  the  late  afternoon,  the 
Woman  in  Love  dreams  she’s  weaving 
through  bamboo  forests,  toes  squishing  in 
warm  mud,  wandering  among  the 
eucalyptus,  sniffing,  open  mouthed,  in¬ 
haling,  running  through  fields  of  mint: 
peppermint,  gingermint,  Egyptian  mint, 
spearmint,  apple  mint,  catnip,  lemon 
balm,  pennyroyal.... 

As  evening  comes  over  her,  it  overcomes 
her,  lowering  her  onto  soft  plants,  crushed 
leaves  oiling  her  body. 

At  last  the  setting,  language  and  pacing 
seem  to  match  the  sensuous  acts  to  follow, 
and  the  reader,  as  well  as  Corinne,  is  left 
satisfied.  □ 


The  return  of  Kate 
Delafield  and  other 
mystery/S.  F.  tales 

Katherine  V.  Forrest’s  collection  of  short  stories 


Dreams  and  Swords 

Katherine  V.  Forrest 

Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  FL  1987 

$8.95  paper,  175  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Jan  R.  Fielding 

eople  who  don’t  write  —  or  read  — 
genre  fiction  sometimes  think  it  is  easy 
to  write.  Well,  sure,  formula  is  easy. 
“The  cowboy  jumped  on  his  horse,  finding 
the  fatal  clue  the  criminal  left  at  the  scene  of 
the  crime  as  Earl  crushed  the  heroine  in  his 
manly  arms  and  the  teenagers  fixed  the 
rocket  ship  just  in  time  to  save  the  Earth.” 
Literature,  however,  is  something  else 
again.  Good  mystery  stories  are  difficult  to 
write;  good  science  fiction  (SF)  equally  so  — 
in  a  completely  different  way.  What  a  joy  it 
is  to  find  good  lesbian  mysteries  and  SF  — 
by  the  same  author! 

Dreams  and  Swords  is  a  collection  of 
these  stories  by  Katherine  V.  Forrest, 
known  for  her  novels  in  both  fields.  This 
collection  contains  three  mystery  stories,  in¬ 


cluding  “Jessie,”  featuring  Detective  Kate 
Delafield,  who  fans  will  remember  from 
Amateur  City  and  Murder  At  The 
Nightwood  Bar.  The  other  seven  all  are 
various  forms  of  SF.  Openly-gay  science  fic¬ 
tion  has  existed  for  years,  certainly  at  least 
since  1953,  the  year  Ted  Sturgeon  wrote  — 
and  published  —  the  classic  The  World  Well 
Lost.  But  the  sum  total  of  openly  gay  SF  cer¬ 
tainly  falls  way  below  10  percent  even  today. 
Fortunately,  Forrest  is  trying  to  raise  the 
average. 

Mostly,  Forrest  writes  about  people  — 
both  Terrans  and  aliens  with  human  emo¬ 
tions.  The  story,  “The  Gift,”  is  a  good 
opener,  about  two  women  and  their 
daughter.  The  daughter  receives  a  gift  from 
aliens  who,  despite  their  different  form, 
have  very  “human”  feelings. 

“Xessex”  owes  a  large  debt,  and  perhaps 
is  an  hommage  to  The  World  Well  Lost.  But 
it  stands  on  its  own,  and  is  very  pleasing. 
The  title  took  me  forever  to  figure  out;  read 
Continued  on  page  1 0 


What’s  real  is 


irrelevant 


Coe’s  novella  chronicles  the  life  of  a  beauty-obsessed  queen 
I  Look  Divine 


Christopher  Coe 

Ticknor  &  Fields,  NY,  1987 

$  1 2.95  hardbound,  109  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Walta  Borawski 

o  you  cringe  when  people  try  to 
spice  up  their  English  with  de  trop, 
frottage,  panache,  and  faux  pasl 
Do  you  want  to  strangle  lithe  young  men 
who  like  to  be  called  Big  Mama?  Do  you 
think  the  statement  “God  help  me,  I  look 
like  Olive  Higgins  Prouty?”  is  less  than  fun¬ 
ny?  If  this  paragraph  makes  you  bored  or 
sick,  Christopher  Coe’s  novella  is  not  for 
you. 

Sometimes  too  precious,  sometimes  mad¬ 
dening,  this  haunting  story  is  in  the  form  of 
a  memoir  told  by  a  gay  but  square  brother 
about  his  late  younger  brother,  Nicholas  — 
a  rich,  arch,  self-absorbed,  highly  in¬ 
telligent,  highly  limited,  beauty-obsessed 
queen. 

The  story  begins  during  the  childhood  of 
two  oyerly  privileged  white  boys.  They  live 
in  a  mansion  on  Russian  Hill,  and  are  being 
photographed  by  one  of  their  grand¬ 
mothers.  She  makes  them  smile,  she  makes 
them  say  “cheese.”  “We  could  not,”  writes 
the  narrator,  “even  in  those  years,  either  of 
us,  believe  that  we  had  that  kind  of  grand¬ 
mother. 

“Nicholas  said  that  she  came  from  a  bad 
family.” 

Nicholas  calls  his  shirts  “frocks.”  He 
runs  around  the  huge  house  pretending  pen¬ 
cils  are  cigarette  holders,  dropping  im¬ 
aginary  ashes  and  saying  “Daddy,  don’t  be 
droll."  He  uses  phrases  like  “more  perfect” 
and  finds  himself  charming. 

Nicholas  has  very  little  interest  in  other 
people,  and  he  has  no  interest  in  the  truth. 
He  was  an  instrument  baby  (delivered  with 
the  use  of  surgical  forceps),  born  in  a 
hospital  that  was  having  a  dysentery  out¬ 
break.  Later  he  will  tell  people  that  soon 
after  birth  he  almost  died  of  pneumonia,  or 
of  scarlet  fever.  When  he  discovers  that 
scarlet  fever  could  be  disfiguring,  he  will  say 
he  almost  died  of  poisoned  blood.  Those  of 
you  who’ve  been  to  a  piss-elegant  gay  bar 
have  met  this  man. 

Nicholas’  nameless  older  brother,  our 
narrator,  feels  equal  amounts  of  distaste 
and  pride  in  his  subject.  He  is  Nicholas’s  au¬ 
dience  for  30  years.  When  Nicholas  is  13  he 
asks  their  mother  if  the  older  brother’s 
bones  have  stopped  growing.  She  says  they 
have  (the  narrator  would  be  20  at  the  time), 
and  Nicholas  buys  him  a  gold  wedding  ring, 
with  an  inscription  in  Hebrew  (this  event  is 
in  the  year  that  Elizabeth  Taylor  converts  to 
Judaism).  Nicholas  tells  the  older  brother 
that  he  had  “dressed  poor”  and  earned  the 
money  for  the  ring  by  singing  in  the  streets; 
actually  he  has  stolen  the  money  from  the 
armoire  of  their  father,  who  is  in  his  sixties 
and,  like  most  fathers  in  gay  male  stories, 
does  not,  as  Jane  Austen  might  have  put  it, 
“signify.”  But  that’s  okay,  because 
Nicholas  learns  about  life  from  Rosalind 
Russell.  His  mother  may  (or  may  not;  this  is 
Nicholas’s  story)  have  left  him  at  age  12 


drinking  Coke  in  the  bar  of  the  Empress  of 
China  restaurant,  but  he  wasn’t  lonely  for 
long;  he  “picks  up”  a  Japanese 
businessman  who  apparently  (according  to 
Nicholas)  gp.s  his  kicks  watching  12-year- 
olds  with  pretty  faces  drink  martinis. 

Bars  are  important  to  Nicholas.  He  (and 
for  many  years,  his  brother,  our  narrator) 
travels  to  Europe  and  Mexico  seemingly  to 
sit  on  low  couches  at  low  tables  in  ruling 
class  hotel  bars.  Nicholas  turns  into  a  whin¬ 
ing  ninny  when  he  climbs  a  pyramid,  but  in  a 
bar  he  is  far  less  predictable.  In  the  novella’s 
funniest  scene  he  and  the  narrator  are  obser¬ 
ving  two  American  hunks  sharing  their  table 
“for  four  or  six.” 

The  two  young  men  had  crew  cuts,  were  a 
few  years  older  than  Nicholas,  and  both 
were  enormous  examples  of  what  they 
were.  They  sat  in  the  low  chairs  with  their 
legs  wide  apart  and  exuded,  both  of  them, 
an  expansive  physical  ease  that  was  bla¬ 
tant. 

The  observed  men  have  been  to  a 
bullfight,  and  want  to  spend  the  evening 
(because  there  are  no  nocturnal  bullfights), 
watching  female  contortionists;  but  they  are 
apparently  brothers,  and  the  one  says  they 
should  instead  “call  Mom.” 

“When  Nicholas  heard  that,”  says  the 
narrator, 

he  turned  face-front  in  the  couch.  He 
spread  his  legs  apart  as  far  as  he  could 
spread  them,  leaned  toward  the  men 
across  the  table,  and  in  a  voice  1  had  not 
heard  from  him  before,  a  deep,  forceful 
voice  that  was  not  his,  he  spoke  to  the  huge 
young  men  directly. 

“Fuck  Mom,”  Nicholas  said. 

Much  later  in  their  relationship  Nicholas 
will  take  his  brother  to  the  Mineshaft  in  New 
York  City.  He  will  suggest  his  brother  wear 
clothes  that  will  more  than  likely  have  to  be 
checked  at  the  door  because  they  are,  like 
cologne,  unacceptable.  As  Nicholas  and  our 
shirtless  narrator  walk  from  room  to  room. 
Nicholas  says,  “Let’s  promener." 

“ Se  promener,"  says  the  narrator. 
“Okay,  let’s  se  promener”  says  Nicholas, 
who  refers  to  an  orgy  room  in  the  basement 
as  an  “ oubliette .”  While  passing  a  groaning 
group  of  tops  and  bottoms  Nicholas  shrieks, 
“Oh,  come  on  boys,  it  doesn’t  feel  that 
good.”  The  narrator  pulls  him  out  of  a  fire 
exit  and  gives  him  a  lecture  on  public  sex  eti¬ 
quette  from  a  voyeur’s  viewpoint. 

One  of  the  more  frustrating  aspects  of  / 
Look  Divine  is  that  the  narrator,  like  Jack  in 
John  Gregory  Dunne’s  The  Red  White  and 
Blue,  is  too  much  of  an  unknown  quantity. 
People  are  like  that  “in  life,”  of  course. 
How  many  people  do  you  know  for  ten  or 
more  years  who  go  into  shock  if  asked  what 
they  like  to  do  during  sex,  do  they  feel 
screwed  by  their  parents,  how  could  they  af¬ 
ford  several  trans-Atlantic  trips  a  year?  Lit¬ 
tle  details,  after  all,  but  one  does  get 
curious.  One  gets  very  curious  reading  I  Look 
Divine.  What  sort  of  man  does  the  narrator 
like?  Would  he  be  one  of  the  crew  cut  giants 
on  the  couch,  or  would  he  be  a  nasty 
Nicholas  clone?  In  one  of  the  more  bizarre 
scenes  Nicholas  forces  the  narrator  to 
Continued  on  page  10 


JUNE  BOOK  REVIEW 


Black  gay  lands  we  have 
known 

Other  Countries:  Black  Gay  Voices  —  a  new 
literary  journal 


Other  Countries:  Black  Gay 
Voices 

Other  Countries,  NY,  1 988 
$6.95  paper,  120pp. 


Reviewed  by  Craig  G.  Harris 

his  impressive  first  volume  of  Black 
gay  voices  is  the  latest  addition  to  a 
literary  family  whose  elders  include 
Blacklight,  Black/Out,  Brothers,  Moja: 
Black  and  Gay,  In  The  Life,  the  works  of 
Richard  Bruce  Nugent,  James  Baldwin, 
Samuel  Delany,  Essex  Hemphill,  Melvin 
Dixon,  Larry  Duplechan  and  Adrian  Stan¬ 
ford.  Other  Countries’  “immediate  paren¬ 
tage,”  as  explained  in  Colin  Robinson’s  in¬ 
troduction,  is  the  now  defunct  Blackheart 
literary  journal  produced  by  the  Blackheart 
Collective.  Pursuers  of  Black  gay  male 
literature  will  be  familiar  with  the  names  of 
many  of  the  writers  and  editorial  staff  of 
Other  Countries,  such  as  Robinson,  Cary 
Alan  Johnson,  Assotto  Saint,  Donald 
Woods,  Daniel  Garrett,  and  Salih  Michael 
Fisher,  as  these  men  were  also  driving  forces 
behind  the  Blackheart  Collective. 

Garrett’s  essay  “Other  Countries:  The 
Importance  of  Difference”  is  an  infor¬ 
mative  and  honest  account  of  the  concep¬ 
tion  of  Other  Countries.  He  speaks  of  the 
demise  of  the  Blackheart  Collective  and  the 
differences  of  philosophy  and  personality 
that  delayed  the  development  of  a  new 
publication.  As  readers,  we  are  drawn  in, 
feeling  as  though  we  are  being  allowed  to 
peep  the  family’s  dirty  laundry.  But  what  we 
are  actually  gaining  is  insight  into  the  pro¬ 
cess  used  by  a  collective  of  Black  gay  males 
to  recycle  its  history  and  create  a  written 
testimony  that  does  us  proud.  As  Garrett 
asserts. 

Though  literature  as  history  seems  very 
Western,  and  people  as  history  seems 
Eastern  and  African...  the  development  of 
Black  literature,  women’s  literature,  Gay 
literature,  and  now  Black  Gay  literature  is 
not  so  much  a  rewriting  of  history  as  an  ad¬ 
ditional  writing  of  it. 

Redvers  Jeanmarie’s  interview  with  the 
late  civil  rights  activist  Bayard  Rustin  is 
skillfully  introduced  by  a  biographical 
preamble  that  speaks  of  Rustin’s  Quaker 
upbringing  in  Pennsylvania,  family  rela¬ 
tions,  assaults  by  Strom  Thurmond  and 
Adam  Clayton  Powell,  and  his  close  work¬ 
ing  association  with  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
Jeanmarie  raises  dialectical  questions 
relating  to  King’s  view  of  gay  people, 
jealousies  between  the  leaders  of  the  civil 
rights  movement,  the  notion  of  race  and 
class  as  categorically  indistinguishable,  and 
the  probability  of  the  Black  civil  rights 
establishment  addressing  the  AIDS 
epidemic  in  communities  of  color.  We  are 
granted  candid  responses  from  a  very  com¬ 
plex  griot  whose  past  —  committed  to  the 
struggle  for  human  rights  —  sets  the  lives  of 
today’s  Black  gay  men  in  an  historical  con¬ 
text. 

Kingston-born  Shawn  Brown  takes  us  to 
another  locale  in  the  diaspora  with  his 
“Open  Letters  to  Pauline:  Letter  No.  1.”  In 
the  tradition  of  V.S.  Naipaul  and  Jean 
Rhys,  Brown  explores  the  age-old  conflicts 
between  U.S.-born  Blacks  and  our  Carib¬ 
bean  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  King’s 
English  and  in  Jamaican  patois  (“Yes  mi 
luv,  dem  no  like  wi  a  tal... Mummy  tell  me 
sey  one  a  dem  dey  to  har  sey,  she  mus  come 
doun  afa  har  igh  harse,  ka  she  black  like  all  a 
’em.”),  the  arrogance  of  New  Yorkers 
(‘“West  Indian  boys  are  a  lot  like  Southern 
boys  in  a  way...  they  are  kind  of  naive,  not 
as  sophisticated  as  New  York  boys.”),  and 
the  accessibility  of  a  new  American  dream 
(“1  feel  more  comfortable  now...l  think... 
now  that  I  have  learnt  that  indeed  you  can 
be  anything  you  want  to  be  in  America... 
now  that  I  have  learnt  how  to,  on  command, 
give  the  look  and  feel  of  whatever  is 
desired”). 

The  poetry  of  Other  Countries  sails 
foreign  waters,  docking  to  tell  the  stories  of 
two  Lamu  fishermen  in  Cary  Alan 
Johnson’s  “Jelan  and  Jamali”  and  of 
Greek,  Spanish,  Italian,  and  North  African 
men  who  in  Assotto  Saint’s  “Shores” 

chattered  about  anchoring  their  dreams 


on  america’s  shores 
they  ought  to  know 
our  lady  in  the  harbor 
milks  immigrants 
of  the  honey  in  their  blood 

We  return  from  faraway  lands  to  Salih 
Michael  Fisher’s  “Hometown”  in  which  the 
narrator  artfully  dodges  interrogations  by 
“other  folks  kinfolks  plain  folks”  about  his 
plans  for  matrimony.  “How  could  I  tell 
them  my  heart  belongs  to  me/That  I  have 
been  married  to  seven  men  since  ten  years 
ago,”  and  to  C.R.  Pouncy’s  “Brunch”  with 
a  good  friend  discussing 

the  too  young 
the  too  hung 
the  thoughtless 
the  users 

the  thieves  and  the  liars 
all  forms  we  have  loved. 

The  heat  without  comfort 
holding  without  touching 
this  challenge 
of  loving  black  men... 

There  are  several  notable  poems  written  in 
response  to  the  AIDS  crisis.  Roy  Gonsalves, 
in  “The  Photograph,’’  describes 
Christmases  he  spent  with  friends  who  are 
now  deceased  while  he  waits  for  the  results 
of  a  blood  test.  His  “How  Do  I  Get  To 
Heaven  From  Here”  asks  “Am  I  to  live  off 
rubber  dildos/Fantasies/And  love  from 
God?”  D.  Rubin  Green’s  “Elegy  For 
Stuart”  eloquently  describes  the  inertia  of 
grieving,  asking 

...what  is  there  to  say  of  you  — 
now  that  you  have  left  us  so  completely? 

The  tree,  the  night,  the  river  have  all  lost 
their  voices; 

and  1  am  full  of  questions. 

Donald  Woods  confesses  the  reluctance  of 
the  “worried  well”  to  visit  infirmed  friends 
in  “It  Took  A  Week  To  Write.” 

It  took  a  week  to  write 

that  it  took  a  week  to  call 

to  find  you  alive  too  busy  to  talk  now... 

i  know  where  you  are 

twisted  above  a  receptacle  for  waste 

brushing  the  smell  of 

your  sweat  from  the  sheet 

explaining  your  plight  to  well-wishers. 

Colin  Robinson’s  “Epiphany”  is  a  haunting 
exploration  of  the  reluctance  to  adopt  safer 
sexual  practices, 

anonymous  host 

reappearing  from  the  inner  room 
in  preparation  for  the  rite 
bearing  jumbo  jar  of 
Vaseline 

centre  excavated  by  hot  fingers 
of  the  past 
bearing  Vaseline 
like  an  anachronism 
oxymoron 

greatest  danger  safest  sex 

“Morning  After  Blues,”  a  one-act  play 
by  Cary  Alan  Johnson,  explores  the  con¬ 
flicts  that  arise  within  a  relationship  between 
a  well-bred,  gay-identified  Greenwich 
Village  advertising  executive  and  his  up¬ 
town,  Watts-born,  militant,  Cornell  and 
Yale  educated  “buddy”  who  teaches  Afro- 
American  literature  at  City  College.  Their 
argument  over  the  nobility  of  fighting  for 
Black  versus  gay  civil  rights  comes  to  a 
crashing  halt  at  the  news  of  the  historic  raid 
on  Blues,  a  Times  Square  bar  patronized  by 
Black  gay  men.  Johnson’s  characters, 
Juney  and  Mike,  are  not  merely  believable, 
but  frighteningly  authentic  prototypes,  and 
Juney’s  younger  sister,  Cat,  is  revealed  as 
the  strongest  character  and  the  catalyst 
leading  toward  climax. 

Allen  Wright’s  one-act,  “Gounda’s 
House,”  is  another  fine  script.  In  this 
theatre  piece  reminiscent  of  the  absurdist 
style  of  Jean  Genet,  Wright’s  central 
character,  Paul,  is  embroiled  in  internal 
conflict  about  his  past  lovers  as  he  searches 
for  Gounda  —  “the  first  man  who  cared  for 
me  because  he  wanted  to;  just  because  he 
liked  me.”  This  conflict  is  expertly  colored 
by  Paul’s  running  discourse  with  Voice,  his 
alter-ego.  Wright’s  female  characters,  Wan¬ 
da  and  Sharon,  are  alive  with  the  teasing 
dialogue  of  girlfriends  celebrating  their 
night  out.  All  three  find  themselves  looking 
for  love  in  a  subway  station  on  Chicago’s 
neglected  West  Side. 

Assotto  Saint’s  “Hooked  For  Life”  is  a 
powerful  prose  poem  about  a  Black  gay  man 


who,  in  reaction  to  his  lover’s  AIDS 
diagnosis  and  hospitalization,  takes  a  leave 
of  absence  from  his  job  in  order  to  care  for 
his  lover  at  home.  He  wants  to  ensure  that 
“Duke  would  die  in  the  dignity  and  beauty 
of  his  own  home.”  Saint  avoids  the 
stereotypical  reactions  of  Black  families 
unable  to  deal  with  the  stigma  of  AIDS,  por¬ 
traying  a  mother,  aunt,  and  three  brothers 
and  sisters-in-law  who  supportively  rush  to 
Duke’s  bedside  to  ease  his  passing.  M.E. 
Fuller’s  “The  Madonna  Wore  A  Yellow 
Gown”  approaches  the  psycho-social  im¬ 
pact  of  AIDS  from  another  perspective.  In 
this  short  story,  a  psychiatrist  is  asked  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  deserted  child  of  a  woman  who 
had  been  a  drug  addict  and  a  prostitute.  The 
infant  has  AIDS.  In  a  touching  scene,  the 
baby  drools  on  the  doctor’s  neck,  sending 
unwarranted  fears  of  infection  and  a  rush  of 
color  to  the  doctor’s  face. 

“On  The  Line”  is  a  delightful  short  story 
crafted  by  L.  Phillip  Richardson.  Set  in  the 
car  of  a  New  York  subway,  Darryl,  a 
28-year-old  who  “had  seen  all  the  pretty 
faces  and  tasted  all  the  beautiful  bodies,” 
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oetry,  the  language  of  lovers,  is  also 
the  language  of  liberation.  Historical¬ 
ly,  political  uncertainties  have  always 
found  expression  in  the  poets  of  their  times. 
This  has  been  most  recently  demonstrated 
by  the  Black  Arts  Movement  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  civil  rights  activism  of  the  1960s 
and  by  the  growing  reputation  of  war-torn 
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Nicaragua  as  a  nation  of  poets.  The  feminist 
publishing  boom  of  the  1970s  and  ’80s  was 
directly  brought  about  by  the  women’s  and 
lesbian  liberation  movements  of  the  period. 

But  not  since  the  Black  Arts  Movement,  a 
time  when  such  writers  as  Amiri  Baraka  and 
James  Baldwin  became  household  names, 
have  black  men  taken  a  significant  role  in 
the  development  of  black  letters.  Certainly 
Afro-American  men  have  been  writing  and 
some  have  been  published  commercially  — 
less  than  white  men  and  more  than  black 
women  —  but  the  work  has  generally  done 
little  to  expand  the  boundaries  of  the  black 
literary  experience.  The  1980s  have  seen  a 
welcome  change.  The  increased  participa¬ 
tion  of  black,  gay  men  in  political  and  social 
organizations  (perhaps  spurred  on  by  the 
AIDS  crisis)  has  made  giving  voice  to  their 
experience  a  necessity.  This  openly  ar¬ 
ticulated  desire  for  literary  expression  has 


encounters  20-year-old  Jason  who  is 
“always  boasting,  always  promoting 
himself.”  The  two  form  an  easy  friendship 
until  Jason  discovers  that  Darryl,  like 
Jason’s  uncle,  is  gay.  Despite  homophobic 
epithets  hurled  by  Jason,  the  story  ends  with 
Darryl’s  composed  and  dignified  declara¬ 
tion  that  no,  he  is  not  a  faggot,  “I’m  gay.” 

The  graphics  as  well  as  the  layout  of  this 
literary  journal  are  of  extreme  quality,  the 
table  of  illustrations  boasting  such  names  as 
Richard  Evans,  Michael  Cummings, 
Terence  Taylor,  and  Freddie  L.  Jackson. 
Terence  Taylor’s  cover  photograph  “Sun¬ 
day  Afternoon”  and  collage  “Roots  and 
New  Rituals”  are  of  particular  note,  as  is 
Michael  Lee’s  “Untitled”  cubist  drawing  of 
two  Black  men  in  bed.  Whitfield  Lovell’s 
“Dancers”  and  “Looking  for  Deer”  are 
both  striking  with  batik-like  strokes  and  full 
expression.  All  graphics  are  incorporated 
with  text  with  optical  precision.. 

Other  Countries  is  entertaining,  eclectic, 
educational  and  unremittingly  moving.  Do 
yourself  a  favor  by  traveling  this  uncharted 
terrain.  □ 

of  Black  gay 


created  an  atmosphere  conducive  to  new 
publications.  The  past  year  saw  In  The  Life, 
an  invaluable  anthology  edited  by  Joe 
Beam.  And  Other  Countries  —  a  journal  of 
fiction,  poetry,  essays  and  interviews  by 
black,  gay  men  —  hit  the  stands  this  spring, 
stunning  readers  with  its  depth,  variety  and 
power. 

Tongues  Untied,  which  includes  the 
poetry  of  four  U.S. -based  black  men  and 
one  black  man  living  in  England,  is  a  further 
step  in  the  evolution  of  d  voice  of  liberation 
in  the  gay  community. The  five  poets  tackle 
a  range  of  topics:  lovers,  racism, 
homophobia,  violence,  black  culture, 
families  and  foremothers  among  them.  The 
most  exciting  element  is  the  ability  these 
men  have  to  acknowledge  the  positive 
female  influences  that  helped  shape  them, 
while  looking  very  hard  at  the  negative, 
male  traditions  that  tainted  them. 

In  a  narrative  piece,  Haitian-born  Assotto 
Saint  describes  the  terror  in  which  a  gay  man 
lives  after  being  raped: 

Ever  since,  every  night,  he  checks  the  dou¬ 
ble  locks  on  the  door.  He  checks  that  the 
window  is  shut  tight.  He  checks  that  the 
nine-inch  knife  is  where  it  must  be  and 
Nile  slips  into  this  state  of  siege.” 

Craig  Harris,  who  lives  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  begins  his  poem  “The  Least  of  My 
Brothers”  this  way: 

summer  full  moon  night  started 
with  the  rhetorical  chant 
“Hey  faggot,  what  you  doing  around 
here?” 

But  these  are  not  men  consumed  with  bit- 
|  terness.  Each  exhibits  a  peace  that  must 
|  come  from  a  reconciliation  of  their 
5  blackness  and  their  gayness.  Sometimes  it 
r  feels  as  if  this  reconciliation  is  possible 
|  because  of  their  joy  in  the  black  women 
who’ve  been  part  of  their  past.  Several  poets 
address  maternal  figures  in  their  work.  Isaac 
Jackson  writes  for  Buchi  Emecheta: 

in  the  notes  of  your  song 
for  the  first  time 

i  have  discovered  my  own  weary  blues 
welfare  mother  novelist 
i  can  hear  you 
all  the  way  out  here 
on  staten  island... 

British  poet  Dirg  Aaab-Richards  writes  a 
pastoral  tribute  to  all  mothers  in  which  he 
says  “I  die  in  shame  at  your  sweetness,  once 
ignored.  ”  But  these  are  not  all  idealistic  images 
of  women  as  nurturers.  The  tension  between 
male/female,  mother/son  is  not  denied. 
One  poem  by  Washington,  D.C.,  poet  Essex 
Hemphill  describes  how  two  lovers  sleep 
uneasily  in  separate  beds  whenever  one’s 
mother  comes  to  visit.  In  another  he  asks 
confrontationally: 

Mother,  do  you  know 
I  roam  alone  at  night 
wearing  colognes, 
tight  pants, 
chains  of  gold. 

Searching  for  men 
willing  to  come  back 
to  candlelight. 

Continued  on  page  10 


Tongues  Untied  looks  hard  at  negative  male  traditions 
and  acknowledges  positive  female  influences 
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Continued  from  centerspread 
And  Craig  Harris  admires  Miss  Lucy, 
whose  restaurant  home-cooking  is  unsur¬ 
passed  and  her  voodoo  retribution  adapted 
to  the  microwave  age. 

A  stunning  element  of  all  this  work  is  the 
love  these  men  show  for  each  other;  a  love 
that  many  feel  should  not  dare  speak  its 
name.  At  a  time  when  homosexuality  is  be¬ 
ing  reviled  in  the  straight  media  constantly 
(many  times  under  the  guise  of  AIDS  repor¬ 
ting)  and  a  time  when  the  question  of  sex 
itself  is  being  raised  in  all  gay  and  lesbian 
communities,  it  is  important  that  these  men 
reaffirm  sex  and  romance.  From  the 
sweetness  of  Isaac  Jackson’s  dream  of  “fall¬ 
ing  in  love  with  a  poet  like  langston  hughes” 
to  Assotto  Saint’s  desire  to  “celebrate 
vicious  officious  cocks”  we  find  expressions 
vital  to  the  acceptance  of  our  sexuality. 

As  with  any  work  growing  out  of  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  movement,  the  technical  proficiency 
of  the  writing  varies.  But  with  each  of  the 
poets  I  feel  a  struggle  to  find  a  true  voice  and 
hone  style  to  that  precision  essential  to  the 
life  of  poetry  on  the  page.  The  message  they 
bring  of  survival,  love,  and  political  con¬ 
sciousness  is  so  potent  that  their  words 
almost  cannot  keep  up  with  them.  But  as 
Dirg  Aaab-Richards  says  in  a  Jamaican  lilt: 

A  gwine  rite  it  down 
Ah  don’t  care  what  it’s  about 
A  just  gwine  rite  it  down... 

It  can  truth 

It  can  lie  —  if  it  want 

It  can  sweetly  lack  the  intricacies  of 
delicateness  —  if  need  be... 

The  writers  here  have  done  some  very  im¬ 
portant  “riting  it  down.”  □ 

Barbara  Wilson 

Continued  from  page  7 


that  Bet’s  earlier  distractions  were  futile  and 
that  she  must  simply  face  the  prospect  of 
mourning.  After  all  the  confusion,  the  last 
sentences  come  as  a  great  relief  as  the  reader 
finally  awakens  to  the  painful  certainty  of 
loss.  □ 


Coe’s  novella 

Continued  from  centerspread 

dance,  to  dance  in  a  way  that  could  be  fuck¬ 
ing... or,  more  likely,  frottage.  But  what  do 
we  really  know  about  this  obsessed  older 
sibling  sifting  through  the  Netsuke, 
malachite,  silk  and  lacquer  of  his  dead 
37-year-old  younger  brother,  unseen  for 
seven  years  yet  vivid  as  his  final  Japanese 
robe?  Is  the  perfect  narrator  in  a  tale  of 
obsession  invisible?  Perhaps  the  answer  lies 
in  Nicholas’s  loss  of  himself  while  singing 
“Over  the  Rainbow”  in  the  piano  bar. 

It  was  too  perfect.  If  I  had  closed  my 
eyes  I  would  not  have  known  that  I  was 
hearing  an  imitation.  Nicholas  sang 
without  the  standard  excess  of  impersona¬ 
tion.  He  did  nothing  more  or  less  than  sing 
exactly  like  the  singer. 

It  was  unplayful. 

He  could  have  overdone  the  singer’s 
ways.  He  could  have  given  the  wink  that 
makes  impersonation  safe.  He  had  the 
chance  to  turn  the  song  to  parody,  to  give 
relief,  and  he  did  not  give  relief.  When  he 
came  to  the  final  note,  the  one  that  soars, 
he  held  it,  held  it  some  more,  and  then  he 
let  it  fade  as  it  fades  in  the  recorded  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  song. 

After  Nicholas’s  performance  his  brother 
asks  him  why  he  had  not  sung  with  his  own 
voice. 

Nicholas  gave  me  a  look  that  told  me  I 
had  missed  something. 

“Why  would  I  sing  like  myself?”  my 
brother  asked  me.  “/  have  never  done 
anything  like  myself.” 

I  wondered  if  Nicholas  believed  this. 

I  wondered  if  it  was  true. 


These  two  devices  become  intertwined  as 
Bet  begins  to  dream  of  climbing  through 
wreckage  after  losing  Norah  in  the  war.  Un¬ 
fortunately  the  dreams  tend  to  be  over¬ 
simplified  (Bet  opens  up  Norah ’s  written  ac¬ 
count  of  the  war/their  relationship  and 
discovers  “to  her  surprise,  it  was  all  in 
Japanese”)  and  the  use  of  the  war  descrip¬ 
tions  somewhat  heavy-handed.  Wilson’s 
writing  is  so  much  smoother  and  convincing 
when  she  covers  scenes  in  which  people  are 
engaged  with  one  another  —  there  are 
several  funny,  interesting  and  vivid  dinner 
conversations  —  that  it  seems  a  shame  she 
didn’t  drop  these  psychlogizing  techniques 
in  favor  of  “straight”  action. 

Delving  into  Wilson’s  most  recent  collec¬ 
tion  of  short  stories,  Miss  Venezuela ,  helped 
me  to  see  more  clearly  what  doesn’t  work  in 
Com  and  Horses.  The  stories  cover  a  far  wider 
range  of  characters  than  Wilson  allows 
herself  in  the  novel,  whose  cast  is  entirely 
made  up  of  white  lesbians  in  the 
Washington  women’s  community.  They 
also  give  her  the  chance  in  their  shorter  span 
to  show  off  her  admirable  skills  in  dialogue 
and  in  the  perceptive  portrayal  of  mood  and 
character.  In  Cows  and  Horses  there  are  a 
few  tentative  references  to  Bet’s  presumably 
lower  middle-class  childhood  in  California; 
in  many  stories  in  Miss  Venezuela ,  especially 
those  tracking  the  development  of  a  sister 
and  brother  pair  named  Kate  and  Kevin, 
that  childhood  is  evocatively  described,  its 
dusty  dimensions  understood.  Wilson  elo¬ 
quently  gives  voice  and  manner  to  the 
under-represented  landscapes  of  the  West 
and  the  relationships  that  grow  across  them: 
a  long-term  friendship  between  two  women 
who  saved  each  other’s  spirits  and  self¬ 
esteem  in  high  school  but  who  can  not  quite 
communicate  across  the  different  problems 
they  face  in  middle  age;  a  teenager’s  comic 
relationship  with  her  artistic,  wild-haired 
aunt;  a  young  couple’s  meager  experiences 
in  an  early  Taco  Bell  where  their  best 
distraction  is  a  co-worker’s  imagined 
similarity  to  Henry  Miller’s  daring  and 
beautiful  wife  June. 

Certainly  Cows  and  Horses  provides,  like 
the  stories,  a  vivid  sense  of  place:  the  land  in 
and  around  Seattle  is  drawn  fondly  and  with 
attention  to  all  the  senses  —  sounds,  smells, 
the  patterns  of  the  skies  are  all  carefully 
described.  And  Wilson’s  keen  instinct  in 
pacing  keeps  the  novel  fast-moving.  This 
perhaps,  is  the  chief  problem:  by  not  slow¬ 
ing  the  pace  down  to  allow  the  reader  to 
reflect  on  Bet’s  grief,  Wilson  keeps  us  in  a 
state  of  suspense  over  Bet’s  next  mishap. 
The  reader  only  understands  when  Bet  does 


Maybe,  in  the  arch  language  and  the 
poetically  repetitive  style  of  this  novella  of 
nuances,  what  is  true,  what  is  to  be  believed, 
constitute  irrelevancy.  □ 

Mystery/SF 

Continued  from  centerspread 

it  from  the  middle  to  the  left  and  the  middle 
to  the  right. 

Other  stories  worth  mentioning  are, 
“Force  Majeur,”  where  Nature  is  a 
character,  and  “O  Captain,  My  Captain,” 
involving  the  supernatural  in  a  highly  scien- 
tifc  setting.  It  is  a  shame  that  the  final  story, 
“The  Test,”  doesn’t  deserve  its  position  of 
honor.  While  the  sentiment  expressed  may 
be  just  wishful  thinking,  it’s  more  than  a 
pinch  mean-spirited.  Does  anyone  really 
believe  that  homosexuals  are  per  se 
superior?  “Mandy  Larkin”  would  have 
been  a  far  better  choice,  a  sweet,  wistful 
story  that  tears  your  heart  out. 

CAVEAT:  The  back  cover  openly  and 
proudly  proclaims  that  Forrest  is,  “At  her 
entertaining,  suspenseful,  erotic  best  in 
these  unique,  gay-themed  stories  of  mystery 
and  speculation.”  In  large  letters.  If  you  like 
to  read  on  the  train  or  the  bus,  you  will  be 
very  careful  how  you  hold  the  book!  Frank¬ 
ly,  one  could  wish  that  the  printing  were  on 
the  inside  back  cover  instead.  With  which 
warning,  go  ahead  and  buy  the  book.  If 
you’re  a  mystery  or  SF  fan,  you’ll  ap¬ 
preciate  it.  Even  if  you’re  not,  you’ll  enjoy  it 
anyway.  □ 


Holt 

Continued  from  page  3 

is  firmly  established.  A  former  director  of 
Tenants  United  for  Public  Housing  Pro¬ 
gress  and  Boston  Fair  Share,  Holt  is  current¬ 
ly  involved  with  the  Dorchester  Arts  Coun¬ 
cil  and  the  Dorchester  Committee  for 
Billboard-Free  Neighborhoods.  Holt  hopes 
to  broaden  his  support  even  further  among 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  mirroring 
the  efforts  of  fellow  Senate  challenger  Mimi 
Gerstell,  who  seeks  the  Suffolk  and  Mid¬ 
dlesex  seat  held  by  Michael  LoPresti  [see 
GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  44.].  As  election  season 
heats  up  amidst  a  flurry  of  controversies  — 
the  Capitol  cops  spy  scandal,  the  proposed 
slashing  of  state  AIDS  funding,  the  still- 
struggling  gay  rights  bill  —  it  remains  to  be 
seen  whether  the  progressive  vote  on 
September  15  will  help  bring  pro-gay 
representation  to  the  Massachusetts 
Senate.  □ 
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Do  you  feel  alone 
and  want  help 
understanding 
your  gay  or 
lesbian  child? 

Do  you  wish  you 
could  talk  to 
your  parents 
about  being 
gay  or  lesbian? 

Build  connections 
with  your  family. 

One-day  workshop 
Saturday,  July  9th  10am-4pm 

•  For  parents  and  family  members 

•  For  both  generations:  gays, 
lesbians  &  parents  of  gays 
and  lesbians 


Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

876-2113 


What 

T, 

t  d 

o  we  want? 
Senators. 
we  want  'em? 
Now! 

When  do 

GERSTELL  for  State 

Senate 

VOTE  THURSDAY  SEPTEMBER  15 

Committee  to  elect  Marguerite  Gerstell 

27  Surrey  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 

51  Sunnyside  Ave.,  Winthrop,  MA  02152 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


The  Center  for  Popular  Economics 

10th  Annual  Summer  Institute 

THE  SUMMER  INSTITUTE  FOR  POPULAR  ECONOMICS  is  a  week-long  intensive 
program  in  economics  for  people  who  are  actively  working  for  social  change.  No  matter 
what  issues  you  are  working  on,  popular  economics  training  will  make  you  and  your 
work  more  effective. 

NO  PREVIOUS  ECONOMICS  TRAINING  NECESSARY 


“I  had  a  feeling  that  I 
wouldn’t  be  able  to  partici¬ 
pate,  but  it  wasn’t  that  com¬ 
plicated.  They  didn’t  lose 
me  for  a  minute.” 

— member,  ARISE — 
a  welfare  rights  group 


" Very  impressed  with  the 
amount  of  information  pre¬ 
sented,  the  quality  of  the 
analysis,  and  your  ability  to 
make  it  comprehensible.  ” 
— Director,  Center  for 
Third  World 
Organizing 


“ After  I  returned  from  your  Institute  we  held  a  staff  retreat  where  I  led  a  section  on  the 
economy  and  its  impact  on  our  members.  Without  the  Summer  Institute  this  would  not 
have  been  possible.” 

— Member,  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees  and  Bartenders’  Union 

SUMMER  INSTITUTE  1988  runs  from  July  30-August  5.  Cost,  including  room  and 
board,  tuition,  and  recreational  facilities,  is  $300-$500  depending  on  income.  Scholar¬ 
ships  and  daycare  available.  People  of  color  particularly  encouraged  to  apply.  Deadline 
for  application  is  July  15. 

Write  to  THE  CENTER  FOR  POPULAR  ECONOMICS  *  Box  785L  *  Amherst,  MA  01004 


Lady  Jane's 

Feminist  Gftts  4  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Woman 

Inn  & 

ST\ 

•  Large  lovely  rooms  cAL 

•  Private  full  baths  WJjA 

•  Separate  outside  entrances 

•  Free  parking 

•  Common  room  with  color  TV/VCR 

•  Steps  from  bay  beach  Iffc 

•  Open  year  round 

•  Woman  owned  and  operated!. 

dN 

WOMENCRAFTS 

7  Central  Street 
Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 
617-487-3387 

373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657 

(617)  487  2501 

Parking, 

Centrally  Located 


Women-Owned  &  Operated 
Guesthouse 

18  Pearl  Street,  Box  22 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
617/487-2210 

Mastercard  Visa 


CH1LTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 
An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Our  1 0th  Year  Anniversary 


Michael 

787-0428 


Kitty 

282-6437 


Some  enchanted  evening. . . 

Flreplaced  rooms  with  period  decor 
Fireplaced  cottages  —  Full  breakfast 
Daily  or  weekly  rentals 
M.  Susan  Culligan,  Innkeeper 

178  Bradford  Street 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657  (617)487-1616 


NOW  OPEN 

THE  SPICE  IS  RIGHT 

1 

Mass  Merchandise  Man 

810  Lynnway,  Lynn,  Mass. 

Between  Bldg.  19  7/8  &  Bob 

Brest  Buick  -  Lynn  592-0760 

5  DAYS  A  WEEK 
Weds  10-6 
Thurs  &  Fri  10-9 
Sat  &  Sun  10-6 

/■Sc't 

Brad  Crumbs 

Managers 

Robert  “Rosie”  Coane 
David  Harris 


9  Court  Street  P.O.  Box  483 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

(617)  487-9005 


VICTORIA  HOUSE 


THE  GUEST  HOUSE 

OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 
COMFORTABLE,  ATTRACTIVE  ROOMS 
WITH  PRIVATE  BATHS,  CABLE  COLOR 
TELEVISION  AND  REFRIGERATORS. 

H  3*  M 

Your  Hosts 

Sue  Champeau  &  Bill  Wooley 


5  STANDISH  ST. 
PROVINCETOWN, 
MA  02657 
(617)  487-1319 


Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Interfaith  Coalition 

10th 

Anniversary 


PRIDE  DAY  SERVICE 

Saturday  June  11th  —  10  am 
ARLINGTON  STREET  CHURCH 
Arlington  and  Boylston  Streets  in  Boston 


ASL-interpreted 
All  are  Welcome! 


DAN  DALEY 

former  director,  Project  Bread 
(WALK  FOR  HUNGER) 
Speaker 


Please  bring  your  friends! 
Childcare  provided. 


Please  come  to: 

SPIRITUAL  JOURNEYS 

An  evening  of  sharing  our  spiritual  experiences  as  lesbians  and  gay  men 
Wednesday  June  15th  at  7:30  PM 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church 
Refreshments  to  follow 


STATION 

7th  ANNIVERSARY 
PARTY 


FRI.  JUNE  10th 


Patrons  Revenge 
(Wtetie  Night): 

Each  patron  will  be  issued  a 
super  sonic  secret  weapon  to 
be  used  on  incorrigible 
employees. 


SUN. 


Hula-Hoop  Contest 
Move  over  Dee  Dee  &  Babbs 


Complementary  Buffet: 
Sumptuous  samplings  from 
renowned  Duval  Street 
Station  Restaurant. 


477  Yarmouth  Rd.  Hyannis,  MA  •  Rte.  6  •  Exit  7  •  1.5  Miles  on  Right  •  (617)  775-9835 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

Barbara  Macy,  Therese  A.  Young 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relations  •  Discrimination  •  Probate 
of  Estates  •  Defense  of  Drunk 
Drivers  •  Business  Representation  • 
Relationship  agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation  •  General  Practice  of  Law  • 
Condominium  Conversion 

529  Newbury  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


5  THE  CULTURAL  CENTER  AT  VILLA  VICTORIA  PRESENTS:  ■: 


l 


i 


WtftcioitesM 

tea 


A  TRADITIONAL  FOLKLORIC 
MUSIC  SERIES 


£ 


3  Sundays  in  June  at  7:00  PM 

JUNE  5  LOS  PLENEROS  DE  LA  21  from  NYC,  and  Oscar  Lugo 

JUNE  12  GRUPO  MAPEYE  from  Puerto  Rico,  plus  Jorge  Arce 

JUNE  19  LOS  PLENEROS  DE  LA  23  ABAJO  from  Puerto  Rico,  plus  Irving  Cancel 

$5  in  advance 

FOR  INFORMATION  CALL:  247-3576 
85  WEST  NEWTON  ST.,  SOUTH  END 

Partial  funding  from  the  Mass.  Council  on  the  Arts  and  Humanities,  New  England  Foundation  for  the 
Arts,  Boston  Arts  Lottery  and  Massport. 

Tickets  Available  at:  Ticketron,  Teletron  720-3434,  Bostix  (Faneuil  Hall),  FM  Video  (Next 
to  the  Cultural  Center),  Centre  Boutique  J.P. 
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Somerville,  Mass. 


Conference 

Continued  from  page  6 

sex  going  on  there,”  she  said,  ‘‘but  when 
you  start  talking  penis  and  vagina,  no  one 
wants  to  hear  about  it.” 

Also  featured  in  the  conference  were 
‘‘Acupuncture  Treatment  for  Drug  Detox¬ 
ification”  (instructor:  Mary  McCabe), 
‘‘Crystal  Healing”  (Zea  Moore),  ‘‘Back  to 
Health  through  Shiatsu”  (Arlene  G. 
Myers),  ‘‘Remembering  the  Sacred” 
(Deodi),  ‘‘A  Healing  Circle  Experience” 
(Brian  Cummings  and  members  of  Metro- 
Healing  and  Santa  Fe  Healing  Circles), 
“Do-In:  Oriental  Self  Massage”  (Mykolas 
Hazen  and  Glenn  D.  Pflum),  “Insight 
Meditation”  (Michael  Zucker),  “Improving 
Your  Diet  at  Your  Own  Pace”  (Steven 
Hecht),  “Getting  Started:  Choosing  a 
Holistic  Practitioner,  Forming  Your  Own 
Healing  Group”  (John  Kelley,  John 
Machata,  and  Francine  Rainone),  “Gravity 
as  a  Healer’  ’  (Lisa  T ackler  on  Rolfing,  Peter 


Wayne  on  Tai  Chi),  and  “Naturopathic 
Medicine”  —  herbs,  homeopathy, 
hydrotherapy,  nutrition  (Ember  Carianna 
and  Devra  Krassner,  naturopathic  physi¬ 
cians). 

In  the  healing  room,  throughout  the  day, 
participants  had  the  opportuinty  to  receive 
hands-on  treatment  from  practitioners  of 
massage,  acupuncture,  etc.  The  area  was 
filled  with  positive  energy. 

Throughout  the  day,  spirit  was  a 
given.  □  egt 
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risoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 

Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  Anarchist 


FREE  PRISONER  NEWSPAPER! 

All  prisoners  can  get  a  FREE  subscription 
to  tne  Fortune  News  (it  comes  out  every  3 
months  or  so)  by  writing:  Inmate  Subs, 
Fortune  News,  39  W.  19tn  St.,  New  York, 
NY  10011. 


PAROLE  HELP 

Contact  Referral  Center  assists  prisoners  in  preparing 
for  release.  It  takes  3-4  months;  costs  S5.  Write:  Con¬ 
tact  Center  Inc,  Box  81826,  Lincoln,  NE  68501. 
GOOD  LUCK!) 


Hello  out  there!  I’m  in  prison  in  the  land  of  Oz 
and  in  desperate  need  of  help  finding  work  and 
housing  so  I  can  get  out  of  here  on  parole.  I 
have  a  GED,  and  experience  in  retail  sales, 
cooking,  maintenance,  security,  landscaping 
and  interior/exterior  painting.  I  hope  to  get  out 
of  Kansas.  Please  write,  also  if  you  just  want  to 
be  friends.  Charlie  DILL,  36117,  PO  Box  2, 
Lansing,  KS  66043 


I  need  a  letter  saying  I  have  some  help  finding  a 
place  to  live  and  some  kind  of  job  so  I  can  file 
for  clemency.  I’ve  wrote  churches,  and 
everything  (even  the  Salvation  Army),  and  still 
nothing.  Please  send  any  information  you  may 
have.  Terry  DRAKE,  14162,  PO  Box  28 
(27-4B),  Pendleton  IN  46064. 


My  nickname  is  Candy.  I  would  like  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  a  TV-TS  penpal.  My  hobbies  are 
cooking,  C&W,  blue  grass,  reading  and 
bodybuilding.  Percy  HORTON,  Box  137, 
Tillery  NC  27887 


I  need  to  develop  some  support  (moral,  mean¬ 
ing  for  ‘morale’  not  for  ‘morals’)(smile).  I’m 
trying  to  be  a  writer.  Got  any  stories?  Drop  me 
a  few  lines.  Patrick  EARL,  20149-148,  PMB 
1000,  Tallahassee,  FL  32301. 


I  am  a  Cuban  American  and  would  like  a  lasting 
penfriend,  inside  or  out.  I’m  very  caring,  look¬ 
ing  for  Mr.  Right,  18  or  up.  Let’s  see  what  we 
can  put  together.  Taray  (“Monroe’)  TRYLLO, 
C-31485,  PO  Box  8103,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA 
93409. 


Let  me  know  how  much  a  sub  costs  because 
even  though  1  don’t  have  much  money,  I’m 
more  fortunate  than  some  and  that  way  some¬ 
one  more  fortunate  may  be  able  to  receive  it.' 
Please  send  me  some  info  on  getting  out  of 
‘protective  custody’  because  they  won’t  let  us 
have  any  recreation  while  we’re  in  here!  I 
wonder  if  there’s  someone  out  there  who’d  be 
willing  to  take  a  few  minutes  to  make  a  person 
who  is  locked  down  feel  human  again.  I  want  to 
personally  thank  all  of  you  at  GCN  for  showing 
you  care  enough  to  help  us  prisoners.  Gregg 
DAVIS,  417552,  Wynne  B4-3-4,  Huntsville  TX 
77349. 


I’m  looking  for  someone  to  write.  I  enjoy  coun¬ 

try  music,  easy  listening,  writing  and  helping 
people  out  when  I  can.  I  like  reading  a  lot.  Send 
hoto  (clothed!)  if  you  like.  Michael  David 
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THOMPSON,  010254)43, 
Burner  NC  27509. 


Box  1000  Duke, 


Please  send  me  your  paper  and  put  my  name  in 
so  that  I  may  meet  a  serious  minded  female.  I 
love  outdoor  sports  and  good  conversations. 
Anna  JOHNSON,  151645,  PO  Box  8540—543, 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


It  would  be  very  much  appreciated  if  I  could  put 
an  article  in  your  paper  for  penpals.  I’m  willing 
to  correspond  with  almost  anyone  right  now. 
Eva  Mae  SHARPE,  421271,  H-6  Conf-15,  PO 
Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


I  am  gay  from  SF,  vary  interested  in  corespon¬ 
ding  with  another  gay,  in  or  out  of  jail.  My  in- 
trests  are  going  to  movies,  camping,  parks, 
clubs  once  in  a  while.  Please  send  picture,  if  not 
that’s  ok  too.  Thank  you.  Paul  JACKSON, 
23/38L,  CMC-West,  PO  Box  8103,  San  Luis 
Obispo  CA  93409. 


Bi-Black  male,  sexy  bedroom  eyes,  intelligent, 
understanding,  hobbies  are  cooking,  camping, 
reading,  stamp  collecting  and  writing! 
Frederick  COLVIN,  179-928,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699. 


1  yt 

well-educated,  like  dancing,  good  food,  jogg¬ 
ing,  some  sports,  looking  for  a  friendship.  Lee 
CLOUD,  C-59987,  Box  705  (LB-124),  Soledad 
CA  93960. 


Bi-WM  wishes  to  correspond  with  TVs,  TSs  and 
she-males.  Into  rock  concerts,  poetry,  art  and 
cuddling.  Not  looking  for  money  or 
headgames.  Wesley  BENOIT,  37307,  Box  2, 
Lansing  KS  66043. 


Gay  male,  attractive,  effeminate,  unfortunately 
in  prison,  seeking  correspondence  and  sincere 
friendship  with  a  gay  brother  in  or  out.  Race 
unimportant.  Will  send  photo.  Timothy  WISE, 
~EG-185026,  Box  7150,  Garden  City  GA  31418 


I’m  due  to  be  released  in  August  and  could  use 
some  help  finding  a  job  and  some  friends.  I’m 
from  the  New  York  City  area,  23,  looking  for  a 
fun  relationship.  Albert  CITRO,  77A4091, 
Drawer  B,  Stormville  NY  12582. 


I’m  into  bodybuilding  and  art.  This  incarcera¬ 
tion  here  has  been  an  emotional  downfall!  It 
gets  so  miserable  and  lonely.  I  need  a  gay  friend 
to  open  up  to.  Larry  VANNATTER,  193-665 
Box  56,  Lebanon  OH  45036. 


:ry 

who  would  like  to  hear  from  someone  on  the 
outside.  I’m  an  educated  Black  man  who  likes 
romance,  fun  and  all  sorts  of  things.  Please 
write.  Michael  SCHLESINGER,  104625,  Campl 
C  Wolf  4,  Angola  LA  70712. 


I’m  a  gay  male  looking  for  someone  to  write 
Clean  photos  would  be  nice.  John  SNYDER 
K-921 1 ,  PO  Box  200,  Camp  Hill  PA  1701 1 . 


Bi-male,  30,  hoping  to  write  someone,  heart  to 
heart,  with  respect  (taken  seriously),  without 
fear.  Race  and  age  irrelevant.  Please  write 
James  DAY,  187-149,  Box  45699,  Lucasville 
OH  45699. 


I’m  a  Puerto  Rican  queen  seeking  cor¬ 
respondence.  I’m  petite,  with  almond  shaped 
eves  and  naturally  feminine  features.  Don’t  be 
shy  guys.  Write  please.  “Angeline”.  Nestor 
VARGAS,  86B  493,  Box  500,  Elmira  NY 
14902. 


Effeminate  gay  looking  for  a  masculine  man  for 
correspondence  and  friendship.  I  enjoy 
boating,  skiing  and  dancing.  My  favorite 
pastime  is  being  held  and  cuddled.  Prison  regs 
won’t  let  us  write  other  prisoners.  John 
BOSTICK,  182-979,  Box  45699,  Lucasville  OH 
45699. 


I  saw  your  paper  for  the  first  time  and  after  reading 
thru  it  a  few  times,  was  I  impressed!  Maybe  I  could 
find  someone  to  love  4  ever.  Oh  boy  coulo  I  get  right 
into  it!  I’m  a  bom  Hermaphrodite  who  is  ignored  in 
this  culture  but  would  like  a  friend.  I  love  children, 
cooking,  computers  and  movies.  I'm  writing  a  book. 
Michelle  I.  ZIEGAST,  P-9186,  RD  10  Box  10, 
Greensburg  PA  15601 


1  would  love  to  hear  from  anyone  who  would 
like  a  penpal  in  prison.  It’s  nice  to  have  all  these 
dudes  here  where  they  can’t  get  away,  but  they 
also  can  become  very  tiring.  If  there  is  a  kinky 
country  boy  that  gets  into  HONEY,  WHIP 
CREAM  and  CHERRIES  out  there,  please 
write!  Frank  MAPLE,  342354)80  (TX-1),  Box 
1500.  El  Reno  OK  73036. 
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617-776-5866 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 


MassBay 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


.COMMUNITY 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  HA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No.3 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerry  Matison.  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St.  Suite  109 
Boston,  MA  02146 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE.  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
522-9446 


JOHN  BARNA  8 
AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford.  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  02118 
338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
617-491-4410 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

699  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  Mass. 

Porter  Square  T 
629-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford.  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING7TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN'S  COOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America. 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts  Ave 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  641  2510 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
4S  Newbury  St 
Boston.  MA  021 16 
266-8S84 


FOCUS  COUNSELING  8 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86/1  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St..  Davis  Square 
Somerville.  MA  02144 
776-9232 

MASS  BAY  COUNSEUNG 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DAYCARE 

BARB  S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill.  Boston.  MA  02114 
523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av 
Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
364-5500 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork, 
Movement.  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
Of  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7S88 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  8  testing 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  tv- weekly,  monthly  anc 
special  occasions 
776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P  .  0  Box  1762 
Boston,  Ma.  02I0S 
I -800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  8  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookbne.  MA  02146 
731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St 
Lawrence.MA  01840 
683-7676 


■LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  x  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormick  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAT  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

Metropolitan  Community 
Church  of  Boston 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near  Gov't 
Ctr.,  Sunday  Worship  7pm, 
Open  to  all 

A  church  of  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community,  523-7664 

Unitarian  Universalist 
Congregation  at  the  1st  Church 
of  Roxbury  —  Sun.  I  lam 
Service  -  445-1277 
at  Center.  Roxbury  8  Dudley 
Sts..  Rox  Crossing  T  Stop 

TAXES  A  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482  2900 


6. 

* 

CLASSIFIEDS 

r 

PERSONALS 

1  ANNOUNCEMENTS  | 

|  SERVICES 

|  HELP  WANTED 

Replies  10  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  io  GCN  Box 
*  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St..  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. _ 

LF  31  fun-loving  honest,  romantic  and  thoughtful  look¬ 
ing  for  LF  with  sense  of  humor  to  play  with  this  sum- 
mer.  Let’s  talk.  GCN  Box  312. _ (45) 

“LONELY” 

A  disabled  30  year  old  man  would  love  to  meet  &  have 
an  affair  with  1  or  2  gay  guys  in  their  20s’/30s'.  Call 
Randy  876-8646  after  5  pm.  Be  discreet. _ (4) 

FEMALE  COUPLE  WOULD  LIKE  TO  MEET 
other  discreet  down  to  earth  females  ages  30  to  mid-40  to 
share  friendship  and  social  activities  (dinners,  daytrips, 
concerts,  etc.)  We  care  about  and  enjoy  home  and  fami¬ 
ly,  have  a  sense  of  humor,  live  discreetly  and  enjoy  our 
life.  We  are  not  into  drugs  or  causes  and  don’t  really  en¬ 
joy  the  bar  scene.  We  left  some  long  term  friendships  in 
our  old  home  state.  We  are  having  a  hard  time  meeting 
people  and  building  new  friendships  here.  Please  res- 
pond  GCN  Box  316. _ (47) 

GLF  40ish  seeks  LF  35+  for  friendship  and  possible 
relationship  in  SoE  Mass  area.  I  like  down  to  earth 
women  who  apprecite  TLC.  My  interests  include  long 
walks,  going  to  dinner,  movies  and  having  fun.  GCN 
Box  314. _ (45) 

SICNE  DU  PISTE  WANTED 

If  you  have  any  issues  you’re  willing  to  donate,  sell  or 
allow  to  be  copied  —  Please  write:  Bob  Decker,  Box  14 
ANX,  Concord  NH  03301. _ (45) 

Nice  Jewish  Girl,  32,  looking  for  kind  woman  who’s 
open  to  kinky  sex.  Sense  of  humor,  open-minded,  will¬ 
ing  to  watch  Star  Trek  re-runs  a  must.  Allergic  to 
cats/smoke.  Ethnic  folkdancers  encouraged  to  reply; 
Separatists  need  not  bother.  GCN  Box  315. _ (46 ) 

CAT  LOVERS  WANTED 

Two  wonderful  indoor  cats  seek  safe,  friendly  home  in 
Boston  area  while  companion  relocates.  Starting  in  July, 
August  and  maybe  into  Sept.  Will  pay  $75  a  month  plus 
supplies.  Call  Tracey,  evenings  at  (617)  522-7572.  (45) 

DEAF  FRIEND 

F31,  learning  ASL.  Want  to  improve  my  signing,  would 
like  to  meet  a  deaf  friend.  Am  living  in  S.E.  MA,  but 
willing  to  travel.  GCN  Box  313, _ (45) 

S:  Hunny,  would  you  like  to  become  a  Sustainer  so  I  can 
get  some  typesetting  film  and  GCN  won’t  have  to  be 
hand-written?  XO,  C. _ (45) 

Lesbian  Feminist  38  seeks  friend,  spiritual,  natural, 

dependable,  to  celebrate  spring  with.  Walks  on  beach, 
racquetball,  tennis,  bicycling,  dancing,  movies,  etc.  Box 
312,  Newton,  MA  02160. _ (45) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunlo,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  Ilam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  + /hr.) _ (47) 

P:  Your  jockstrap  still  smells  like  beer.  Please  pour  more 
carefully  next  time! 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  womyn 
partner.  Call  HAWC  744-6841  for  info  and  support. _ (3) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 146194.  (49) 


SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  EAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
161  7)353-1  500 


North  Shore  Gay  & 

Lesbian  Counseling 
Services  of  NSCMHC 

offering  affirmative  and 
supportive  counseling  for  individuals, 
couples,  families  and  group 
counseling. 

Health  insurance  accepted 
Sliding  scale 

Call  744-5322 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25C 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business;  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


$. 


_ number  of  runs)  $. 

.  number  of  runs)  $ . 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $. 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ . 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

$_ 
$. 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□Si 5  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State  _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


LOOKING  AT  USED  CARS? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to  us  for 
a  complete  evaluation.  $35  for  4  or 
6  cylinder  cars  —  $5  extra  for  V-8, 
van  or  A/C  (with  this  ad).  If  you 
would  like  a  woman  mechanic  to 
work  on  your  car,  please  say  so 
when  you  make  your  appointment. 

J.  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northhampton  Street 
267-0300 


r 


B.C 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


HELP  WANTED 


PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT 

Friday  8:30am  thru  Monday  8:30am  (3  days)  $325  clear 
per  weekend.  Bathing,  lifting,  dressing,  driving.  Musi  be 
light  sleeper.  Non-smoker  preferred.  524-0921 .  (45) 

PERSONAL  CARE 

Part-time  personal  care  assistant  needed  for  weekend 
mornings  two  times  per  month.  Long-term  commitment 
desired.  Jamaica  Plain  area.  $7. 10/hour,  no  taxes.  Call 
232-5956. _ _ (47) 

"b-,  OFFICE  MGR./SECRETARY 

For  small,  progressive  union  office.  Ability  to  organize 
own  work,  good  typing  and  people  skills.  Must  be  self¬ 
starter  who  works  independently  and  has  initiative.  Ex¬ 
cellent  benefits  and  regular  raises.  To  start  6/15.  Call 
426-7075. _ (46) 

EXCELLENT  JOB 

DIRECT  SERVICE  ADVOCATE 

For  transitional  housing  program  for  former  battered 
women  and  former  mental  patients  and  their  children. 
Job  also  includes  resource  update  and  program  admin. 
Great  opportunity  to  learn  all  skills  needed  to  run  non¬ 
profit.  Moms  and  women  of  color  encouraged  to  apply. 
Resume  and  cover  letter  to  Beckert  —  Eliz.  Stone 
House.  Box  15,  Jamaica  Plain  MA02I30. _ (46) 

FINANCIAL  MANAGER 

South  End  community  service  organization  seeks  half¬ 
time  financial  manager.  A/R,  AP,  GL.  Resume;  Project 
PLACE,  32  Rutland  Street.  Boston,  021 18 _ (45) 

Lobbyist/Administator  for  Massachusetts  Gay  &  Les¬ 
bian  Political  Caucus.  Full  time  position  combines  lob¬ 
bying  and  administrative/management  responsibilities. 
Experience  preferred.  Salary  range  $20-30K/yr  comm, 
with  exp.  Send  resume  to:  MGLPC,  P.O.  Box  246,  State 
House,  Boston,  MA  02133 _ (46) 

ASSISTANT  MANAGER 

Oasis  Guesthouse,  Boston,  seeks  person  for  live-in,  full¬ 
time  position.  Should  be  self-motivated,  personable  and 
posess  strong  leadership  and  organizational  skills.  Good 
pay/benefits.  For  more  info  call  Mr.  McMann  at 
267-2262  from  8am  to  5pm  only, _ (46) 

CHILDCARE 

Lesbian  professional  couple  seeks  experienced  live-in 
nanny  for  Brighton  infant.  Flexible  hours.  Light 
housekeeping.  Near  MBTA.  Sunny  Victorian  house.  No 
smoking.  In  Fall  possible  travel  to  NYC.  Starting 
August  1.  Good  salary.  Call  and  leave  a  message  at 
254-5929. _ (45) 

Head  teacher  and  teacher  asst,  needed  for  multicultural, 
progressive  Harvard  Square  Daycare  Center.  Equal  Op¬ 
portunity  Employer.  Please  call  Children’s  Coop: 
497-4332. _ (45) 

STOP  US  WAR  IN  CENTRAL  AMERICA! 

Fundraise  for  political  change  by  phone!  3-4  even- 
ings/wk,  $7. 15/hr.,  sales/political  experience  helpful. 
Call  NECAN  at  491-4205! _ (45) 

Community  Jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $  12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005, _ (Ex) 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


•Progressive,  dynamic  environment 
•Competative  salaries  and 
excellent  benefits 
•Innovative  HIV  education  and 
treatment  programs 

REGISTERED  NURSES 

Ground  floor  opportunity  for 
R.N.s  in  innovative  HIV  treat¬ 
ment  program,  first  in  the  nation. 

NURSE  PRACTITIONER 
Minority  Community 

Challenging  full  time  position  for 
NP  interested  in  general  medicine 
and  HIV-related  illnesses,  to  work 
in  innovative  HIV  treatment  pro¬ 
gram  plus  care  for  diverse  client 
population.  Will  be  based  at 
Boston  City  Hospital.  Experience 
preferred,  enthusiasm  required. 

NURSE 

PRACTITIONER 

Challenging  full  time  position  for 
NP  interested  in  general  medicine 
and  HIV-related  illnesses,  to  work 
in  innovative  HIV  treatment  pro¬ 
gram,  plus  care  for  diverse  client 
population.  Will  be  based  at  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center. 
Experience  preferred,  enthusiasm 
required. 

LIC.  P/T  THERAPIST 

20  hours/week.  Licensed  or  lie. 
eligible  therapist  to  provide  in¬ 
dividual  and  group  psychotherapy 
to  well  functioning  adult  popula¬ 
tion.  Participate  on  inter¬ 
disciplinary  team.  Exper.  with 
gay /lesbian  community  required. 
Some  evening  hours. 


LABORATORY 

SUPERVISOR 

Full  time  position  in  small,  active, 
limited  license  lab  in  FCHC  clinic. 

HEALTH  EDUCATOR/ 
COUNSELOR 

Health  educator/counselor  with 
Masters  Degree  and  knowledge  of 
medical  and  psychosocial  aspects 
of  AIDS,  ARC,  and  HIV  infec¬ 
tion,  antibody  testing  and  safe  sex 
practices. 

BOOKKEEPER 

Full  time  position  for  experienced 
bookkeeper  in  health  center  with 
multi-department,  multi-contract 
budget. 

MEDICAL 

ASSISTANT/CLERK 

Full  time  position  for  medical 
assistant/clerk,  maintaining 
records  and  assisting  with  varied 
medical  department  functions. 

COMMERCIAL 
INSURANCE  CLERK 

Involves  data  entry,  cor¬ 
respondence  and  telephone  com¬ 
munication  with  insurance  com¬ 
panies. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
People  of  color  are  encouraged  to 
apply. 

Resumes  to: 

Personnel 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTEDiROOMMATE  WANTED 


SOMERVILLE 

LF  41  and  2  cals  seeks  mature,  resp.  W  to  share  lovely 
spacious  apt,  between  Porter  and  Davis  T.  No  smokers 
no  more  pets.  Rent  $300  plus  util.  Avail  July  I . 
625-4298. _ (46) 

2LFs  looking  for  ILF  to  share  nice  3  bedroom  apart¬ 
ment  in  Somerville  near  T  stop.  Hardwood  floors,  por¬ 
ches,  windows.  Independent  household.  No  pets  no 
smoke,  265  plus.  Available  immediately.  Call  Ann 
628-1957,  Tina  628-0243 _ (45) 

3rd  LF  27  plus  wanted  to  share  spacious  sunny  2-FL 
house  on  quiet  street  near  Davis  T.  Friendly,  indepen¬ 
dent,  share  food  shopping.  W/D,  sunporch,  patio. 
Avail.  9/1.  Sorry  no  smoke/pets,  minimal 
drugs/alcohol  $270  plus.  776-8405. _ (48) 

LF  32  sks  LF  28  plus  to  share  home  in  Roslindale 
bordering  arboretum.  Must  be  good  humored,  respons., 
like  animals.  Short  term  OK  325-5951  leave  message.  (48) 
ARLINGTON  APT 

2LF  seek  LF  26  plus  to  share  sunny,  spac.  1st  floor  apt. 
on  quiet  street.  Friendly,  indep.  Non-smoker,  no  pets. 
Convenient  to  T.  Avail  7/1 .  $270  plus,  648-7230  (46) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+. 
Call  Anne  666-1267, _ (45) 

North  Shore  single  occupancy  available  mid-July  for  LF 
30 +  .  Nice  home  1806  historic.  Off-street  parking,  at¬ 
tractive  grounds,  your  room  partially  furnished  incl. 
fireplace.  350/mo.  utilities  paid.  Must  like  cats  and  oc- 
casional  mystery  parties.  532-5823 _ (46) 

CAMBRIDGE  -  HARVARD  SQUARE 
Feminist  roommate  sought  to  share  1920’s  style  (newly 
rehab'd)  apartment.  Suited  for  independent  non-smoker 
who  likes  light,  antiques,  space,  porches,  a  yard,  laun¬ 
dry  facilities,  and  beautiful  hardwood  floors.  $495  + 
(June  1  —  flexible).  Call  Ellen  at  354-3966. _ (45) 

LF  and  cat  seeks  LF  to  share  2  bedroom  JP  apartment. 
$300  includes  heat  and  washer.  Near  T  and  arboretum. 
No  smoking,  no  drugs,  no  dogs.  Friendly  cat  welcome. 
Available  June  1.  Call  Kathy  at  522-2236  or  267-7573. 
(45) _ 

2LFs  26  and  32  plus  cat  seek  1  LF  or  BiF  for  beautiful 
apt.  in  Arlington  close  to  Cambridge  line,  walk  to  T  and 
Spy  Pond  for  summer  sublet  or  longer.  Rent  $300-$350. 
Call  623-0310.  No  pets. _ (45) 

Inman  Square  —  LF  seeks  roommate  for  2  bed  apt.  No 
smoke,  no  pets  (have  anti-social  cat).  300  inc.  heat 
776-8293. _ (45) 

WAKEFIELD 

GF  seeks  GF  35  +  to  share  6-rm  hse,  1  Vi  baths, 
washer/dryer,  off-st.  pakg.  Need  bdrm  furniture  only. 
NO  alcohol,  drugs,  smoke.  May  have  cat.  Would  con¬ 
sider  GM  40  + .  $ 400  utils,  incld.  except  phone.  A  vail  Ju- 
ly  I.  245-4014. _ (45) 

2  PI  dykes  seek  third  for  JP  apt.  we  are  into  co-op  liv¬ 
ing,  fun  and  cats.  We  are  near  pond  and  arboretum  in  a 
racially  diverse  working-class  neighborhood.  No  drugs, 
min.  alcohol.  Call  983-0570,  message  for  Susan  or 
Diana.  Avail,  june  1st.  $220/mo  plus  util, _ (45) 

Female  roommate  wanted.  Non  smoker/no  drugs/no 
pets.  Shared  chores,  independent,  politically  irreverent. 
We’re  electrician,  massage  therapist  and  parakeet.  Large 
house,  convenient  location  in  Somerville.  Fireplace  and 
sauna.  Rent  $325,  no  util.  Call  Beth  623-7258  10am- 
10pm,  leave  message. _ (45) 

3LF/Bi’s  seek  4th  for  Porter  Square  apt.  We  have  1  cat; 
no  more  pets,  no  smoke,  min  drugs  and  ale.  250+  .  Call 
491-4005.  _ . _ (45) 

BiF,  28  + ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment  near 
J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books,  w/d/d 
and  back  porch.  It’s  a  real  home!  No  smoke/drugs/little 
ale.  363  +  .  277-5835. _ (45) 

F  sought  for  apt.  on  Camb. /Belmont  line.  Parking, 
laundry  avail,  near  bus.  Newly-painted;  carpeted.  No 
smoke/drugs.  Rent  $300+  call  864^4314.  Avail,  immed. 
(44) _ 

NASHUA  -  tt  I  CITY  IN  AMERICA 
GM  seeks  same,  prefer  under  25,  for  2BR,  south  Nashua 
N.H.  $300/mo  +  util,  or  less  (commenserate  with  com- 
patibilily).  Smoking  etc,  okay,  call  (603)891-0368.  (45) 

Prof  LF  sks  F  28  +  prof/grad  nonsmoker  without  pets 
for  lovely  2BR  apt  in  E.  Arlington.  Quiet  street  near  T. 
Avail  7/1/88.  641 -3308. _ . _ (45) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT 

LF  or  GM  sought  for  feminist  semi-coop  of  mixed  race 
and  gender  (we  are  currently  3  women  +  2  men).  We  are 
semi-veg,  non-smoking,  and  allergic  to  cats.  Sense  of 
humor  a  plus!  Call  864-1466. _ (45) 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  • 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


SUMMER  IN  SOMERVILLE 

LF  and  cat  seek  LF  for  2  BR  near  Union/Porter  Sq. 
Sundcck.  Near  T  and  bus.  $325+  avail,  now.  call  SueT. 
H:623-1835,  W':864-9200. _ (45) 

Sunny  Somerville  Home.  Two  LFs  seek  two  more  for 
June  1st.  Garden,  spcaious  rooms,  porches.  Semi-coop, 
semi-veg.  Cigarette  and  furry  pet  free.  Near  Davis 
Square.  $325  +  .  Call  776-0303. _ (45) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Two  women  looking  for  one  or  two  lesbians  to  share 
spacious  apartment  in  J.P.  Convenient  to  T.  Available 
immediately.  Call  Kati  730-1568. _ (45) 


HOUSING  WANTED 


Prof  LF  33  and  cat  seeks  room  in  established  household  with  1 
or  2  LF  in  a  quiet  neighborhood  in  greater  Boston  (I  like 
trees!)  preferrably  for  July  1.  Parking  a  must,  non-smoking 
semi-veg.  Call  Pam  744-9141,  Leave  message. _ (46) 

LOOKING  FOR  A  HOME 

LF  32  seeks  cooperative  household  with  LF’s  or  mixed 
Gay/Straight.  Share  progressive  politics,  food,  chores,  meals. 
For  Aug.  15  or  Sept.  I.  JP  or  Camb.  Vail  Mary  Ann 
524-6209. _ (46) 

Lesbian,  professional,  36,  moving  from  Toledo  Ohio  to 

Boston  this  summer,  B.U.  graduate  school,  seeking  lesbian 
house,  nonsmoking,  loves  cats,  prefers  Jamaica  Plain,  call  col- 
lect  evenings.  (419)  666-4360, _ (45) 


APARTMENTS 


DORCHESTER  -  MEETINGHOUSE  HILL 

2nd  floor  of  triple,  5  rooms  2  bedrms,  mantle,  china  cabinet, 
pantry.  Large  rear  porch,  walk  to  T  $650  unhtd  avail.  Aug.  1 , 
825-7279.  _ (46) 

2  FAMILY  -  LYNN 

Beautiful  house  in  quiet  location,  nice  yard,  space  for  garden. 
Near  T.  Upstairs  2  bedroom,  large  kitchen  $700/month. 
Downstairs  2  bedroom,  fireplace,  hardwood  floors,  new  bath, 
$750/month.  Both  incl.  heat,  utilities,  washer,  dryer.  Call 

745-0975.  _ (45) 

2  choice  apts,  Jones  Hill  Dorchester,  June  &  July.  Glorious  all 
new  1  bdrm,  oak  floors,  2  bays,  wood,  $585  +  (new)  heat. 
Effic  has  sundeck,  skylights,  $485  incl  all.  Air,  trees,  view, 
peace  and  parking.  Lesbian  owned,  436-2583.  (44) 


SANTA  FE 

Utterly  charming,  historic  adobe.  Pelting  distance  to 
opera,  chamber  music,  plaza,  bon  vivant  New  Mexico 
life-style.  July  9-16  $800  (505)  988-5293 _ (47) 

AVAILABLE  -  KENNEBUNKPORT  AREA  SUMMER  RENTAL 

3  bedroom,  2  bath  with  enclosed  eat-in  porch  plus 
sundeck  on  Sandy  beach.  $500  per  week  or  $1600  per 
month.  Call  (718)  857-6251  leave  message. _ (46) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Summer  rental,  fully-equipped  2  bedroom  condo  with 
water  view.  Located  in  quiet  East  End.  Walk  out  front 
to  Bay  Beach  and  1  mile  walk  to  downtown.  Has  own 
parking.  Rent  by  week  or  month.  For  particulars  call 
(617)447-4922. _ (46) 


FOR  SALE 


PROTECT  YOURSELF  WITH  CONDOMS 

by  mail.  Assortment  of  five:  $3.50  Assortment  of  ten: 
$6.50  Economy  pack  of  five  imported:  $2.50.  All  FDA 
approved.  Sent  plain  wrapper  always.  NY  residents  add 
7  percent  tax.  Send  check  or  MO:  Fine  Thought  Dept. 
1486,  Lyons  Lake  Road,  PO  Box  423,  Nassau,  NY 
12123 _ (45) 

CONDO’S  FOR  SALE 

ROXBURY,  FT.  HILL 

Newly  renov.  three  family.  Off-street  parking  and  yard. 
3BDR2BTH  1200+  sq  ft  $158K;  2BDR,  1  BTH,$128K; 
!BR,  1BTH,  3rd  FLR,  $134K.  All  units  have  new  decks, 
siding,  roof,,  elec. ,  plumbing,  windows,  kitchens,  baths, 
wall  to  wall  carpet .  By  owner  442-7607, _ (46) 


, 


VACATIONS 


As;<l 


BLUEBERRY  COVE 

Alternative  coastal  vacation  cabins,  camping,  boats, 
veggy/fish  workshops.  For  brochure  write  Blueberry 
Cove,  HCR35  Box  520,  Tenants  Harbour  ME  04860. 
(207)  372-6353. _ (1) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Vermont’s  only  Lesbian  owned  &  operated  guest 
house/farm.  Special  Spring  offer,  3  nights  for  price  of  2. 
Horseback  riding,  baby  goats,  gorgeous  views,  privacy. 
Call  (802)  533-7772. _ (43) 

Provincetown’s  Watership  Inn:  Charming  guest  house 
near  beach  and  center  of  gay  resort.  Free  continental 
breakfast  and  parking.  Brochure  Box  918  Pro- 
vincetown,  MA,  02657.  (617)487-0094.  ,  (46) 

DISCOVER  NEW  ENGLAND’S  GAY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool  and  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Our  100  acre  mountain 
setting  offers  peace,  privacy,  beautiful  views,  spec¬ 
tacular  sunsets  and  lovely  paths  for  walking  hand-in- 
hand.  Great  hiking,  reduced  rate  golf,  tennis,  antiquing 
and  summer  theater  nearby.  The  Highlands  Inn,  PO 
Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Inkeepers. _ _ (16.7) 


PUBLICATIONS 


BISEXUALITY 

A  national  newsletter.  For  info  &  sample,  send  SASE  to 
P.O.  Box  20917,  Long  Beach,  CA  90801-3917,  (4) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
Sll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub.  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142 _ _  (ex) 
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PUBLICATIONS 


BLACKJOUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ 06.-) 

GUARDI  ANrindependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian,  Dept  GCN,  33W  1 7th St.  NY,  NY.IOOII. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $10  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU025522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 


L2 

From  $18  /  hr. 

Z> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

O 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

CO 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

< 

£ 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

:n 

236-1848 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

SD-0826 


ORGANIZATIONS 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to 

participate. _ (15.35) 

BUCK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 
_ (164) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254, _ (15.49) 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 


~^a  *  FENWAY 
'  ■  US  •  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

•  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Program  • 

•  General  Medicine  •  Women's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  Insemination  •  Mental  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Victim  Recovery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  •  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEABS  SERVING  THE 
GA  Y  AND  LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  • 

•  health  education  •  confidential  • 


Safer  Sex 

and  Drug  Use 
Guidelines 

Assessing  individual  risk  for  AIDS  and 

other  illnesses  is  the  first  step  towards  using 
safer  sex  and  drug  use  guidelines.  Only  you 
and  your  partner(s)  can  decide  how  much  risk 
is  acceptable  —  take  stock  of  your  sexual  and 
drug  use  histories. 

Be  aware  that  the  highest  concentrations  of 
HIV  (the  virus  widely  thought  to  cause  AIDS) 
are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  The  most 
common  routes  of  HIV  transmission  are 
through  sharing  needles  and  unprotected  anal 
or  vaginal  intercourse. 

GCN's  guidelines  come  from  a  wide  variety 
of  sources  aimed  at  various  communities 
concerned  about  the  AIDS  epidemic  and 
health  in  general.  We  want  to  confront  the 
prevailing  "no  sex  is  best"  attitude  and 
present  an  approach  that  is  as  sex-positive  as 
possible. 

Information  for  gay  male,  lesbian  and 
bisexual  communities 
Safer  sex  can  include:  massage,  hugging, 
kissing,  erotic  talk,  phone  sex,  masturbation 
(solo,  pairs  and  groups),  using  your  own 
vibrators,  dildos  or  other  sex  toys  and  s/m, 
butch/fem  role-playing,  fantasy  scenes, 
bondage  and  other  activities  that  do  not 
involve  the  exchange  of  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood). 

Do  not  allow  a  partner's  semen  or  blood 
(including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn 
from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  to  enter 
your  vagina,  anus,  mouth  or  breaks  in  your 
skin. 

Use  condoms  for  fucking  (anal  and  vaginal 
intercourse),  for  licking/sucking  penises  and 
for  covering  dildos  and  other  sex  toys.  Use 
water-based  lubricants.  Use  latex  barriers 
(dental  dams  or  other  plastic/latex  materials) 
between  the  genital  area  and  mouth  when 
licking/sucking  cunts  and  assholes.  Be 
especially  careful  to  avoid  the  exchange  of 
menstrual  blood.  Using  nonoxynol-9  or  other 
spermicides  with  condoms  and  latex  barriers 
.may  add  extra  protection. 

For  finger-fucking  or  fisting  (anal  or  vaginal 


penetration  with  fingers  or  hands),  use  latex 
gloves  or  finger  cots.  Use  water-based 
lubricants. 

Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at 
risk.  Be  sure  to  discuss  risk  for  AIDS  with 
potential  donors  or  sperm  bank. 

Be  aware  that  some  risk  of  exposure  to 
immune-suppressing  infections  (such  as  mono 
and  amoebiasis)  may  be  associated  with 
rimming  (anal-oral  contact)  —  use  a  latex 
barrier.  Risk  may  also  be  associated  with 
watersports  (urine)  or  feces  in  the  mouth, 
rectum  or  in  open  cuts.  If  you  share  dildos, 
vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  condoms  or 
clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide. 

Your  body's  ability  to  fight  all  disease, 
including  AIDS  and  its  related  illnesses  (such 
as  Kaposi’s  Sarcoma  and  pneumocystis  carinii 
pneumonia),  may  be  benefitted  by  general 
good  health  —  good  nutrition,  lots  of  rest, 
exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol,  poppers 
and  other  drugs. 

If  you  use  IV  drugs,  follow  the  guidelines 
below. 

Intravenous  drug  use 

Do  not  share  works  (needles,  syringes, 
droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers). 

Do  not  re-use  needles;  use  fresh  cottons  each 
time. 

If  you  must  share  or  re-use  your  works, 
clean  them  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works 
into  100  percent  bleach,  draw  up  and  release 
three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  water, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times  (in  an 
emergency,  rubbing  alcohol,  vodka  or  wine 
can  also  be  used).  As  an  alternative,  boil 
works  in  water  for  at  least  fifteen  minutes. 

Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your 
works. 

Resource  phone  numbers 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  I  (800)  342-7514 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC),  Boston:  (617)  437-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce. 
Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212) 
807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC).  Washington, 

D  C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  A:DS  Network.  Si.-* F-dHCiSco  (415)  864  43 It  ’ 


4  SATURDAY  TO  1 2  SUNDAY 


5  June  □  Join  Joan  Nestle  (will  she  or  won’t  she  wear  the 
famous  black  slip?)  at  Beyondo  Beyondo’s  Celebration  of 
Lesbian  Sexuality.  Amherst,  Mass.  Info:  (413)  586-5514. 


4  Saturday 

Boston  □  New  Ehrlich  Theatre  presents  “Steaming,” 
written  by  Nell  Dunn  and  directed  by  Judy  Braha. 
Th.-Sun.  through  6/26.  New  Ehrlich  Theatre,  539  Tre- 
mont  St.  Weekdays  8pm,  Sat.  5pm  and  8:30pm,  Sun. 
2pm.  $10-515.  Info:  482-6316. 

Boston  □  Training  session  for  volunteers  to  help  with 
the  visit  of  the  Names  Project  Quilt.  600  volunteers 
needed.  UMass/Boston,  100  Arlington  St.,  Rm.  222. 
10am.  Info:  451-9003.  (Also  offered  6/6-6/9,  different 
times,  rooms  —  see  below.) 

Boston  □  Triangle  Theatre  Company  presents“Torch 
Song  Trilogy.”  Paramount  Penthouse  Theatre,  58 
Berkeley  St.  7:30.  SI5.  Th.-Sat.  Extended  through  June 
II.  Info:  426-3550. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  ongoing  Sat.  workshops  to  collect  stories  of 
those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS  crisis. The  goal 
is  to  create  a  theater  music  piece.  No  performance  ex¬ 
perience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
10:30am. 


Boston  □  Exhibition  of  photographs  entitled  “A 
Quilt  of  Many  Colors:  A  History  of  the  AIDS 
Memorial  Quilt.”  On  display  until  7/8.  Community 
Arts  Gallery,  UMass/Boston,  100  Arlington  St.  Monday 
through  Friday,  I0am-7pm;  Saturday  noon-6pm.  Free.  In¬ 
fo:  451-9003. 


Cambridge  DSanchin  Women’s  School  of 
Karate  and  Self-Defense  ongoing  class,  beginners 
welcome.  Tues.  &  Thurs.,  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  6-8pm. 
Info:  577-9514. 

Cambridge  □  Meeting  for  Worship  with  special  con¬ 
cern  for  AIDS.  For  persons  with  AIDS,  their  families, 
friends,  and  all  concerned.  ASL-interpreted.  Friends 
Meeting  House,  5  Longfellow  Park.  7:30pm.  Info: 
876-6883. 

8  Wednesday 


7  T uesday 


Boston  □  Names  Project  Quilt  volunteer 
session  (see  6/4  listing).  Rm.  222.  7pm. 


Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project.  See 

6/4  listing. 

Boston  □  “Every  Penny  Counts":  live  broadcast  on 
KISS  I08FM  to  benefit  the  Names  Project  Quilt.  Bring 
your  pennies  to  Faneuil  Hall  to  help  support  the  Boston 
visit  of  the  Quilt  (6/16-19).  Giveaways,  prizes.  I  lam-4pm. 
Info:  451-9003. 


1 2  Sunday 

Boston  □  Dyketones  perform  for  the  benefit  of  the 
New  England  Chapter  of  the  NAMES  Project.  Club 
Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  9pm.  Info:  451-9003. 


1 1  Saturday 


Wellesley  □  Lesbian  Alumnae  of  Wellesley  holds 

first  gathering  in  conjunction  with  Reunion.  Slater  House,  Boston  □  NAMES  Project  Quilt  volunteer  train- 
Wellesley  College.  7pm.  $3-7.  Info:  776-7950.  'ng  session  (see  6/4  listing).  Rm.  222.  7pm. 


Pride  Calendar 


5  Sunday 

Boston  □  Dignity  Boston  liturgy  and  celebration  of 
women  Info:  536-6518. 


Boston  □  Amethyst  Women  drug  and  alcohol-free 
dance  for  recovering  lesbians  and  their  women  friends. 
YWCA.  140  Clarendon  St.  9pm- 1  am.  Info:  641-3377. 


5  Sunday 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  presents  ongoing  healing 
group  for  PWAs  and  all  those  wishing  to  be  of  support. 
Meets  every  Sunday.  Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics 
room,  209  Columbus  Ave.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1 154,  Joseph  357-6926. 


Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Men's  Network  potluck 
and  newsletter  layout.  Bring  a  dish  to  share.  Women 
welcome.  7:30pm.  Info:  247-6683. 

Cambridge  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Boston  HIV  antibody  positive  support  group.  Con¬ 
fidential  setting  for  those  who  have  tested  antibody 
positive  to  share  and  pray  together  about  their  concerns. 
720  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq.  7:30pm.  Info:  523-7664. 


Boston  □  “From  All  Walks  of  Life”  pledge  walk  to 
benefit  AIDS  care  and  research.  Registration  starts  at 
8:30am.  Walk  begins  at  10am.  Info:  266-6906. 


Boston  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women's  Network  4th 

Annual  Pre-Pride  March  Brunch.  Women  only.  Com¬ 
munity  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston  St.  9-1 1:30am. 
$3.  Info:  623-5443  or  247-6683. 


Boston  □  Boston  NOW  benefit  dance  after  the 
walkathon.  Somewhere  Else,  295  Franklin  St.  8pm.  $5.  In¬ 
fo:  782-1056. 

Amherst  □  Beyondo  Beyondo  presents  A  Celebration 
of  Our  Our  Lesbian  Sexuality.  A  Birthday  Benefit  and 
First  Fundraiser  for  "The  Calendar."  Readings  by  Joan 
Nestle,  Chea  Villanueva,  others;  panel  discussion  on  les¬ 
bian  erotica;  and  music  by  Erika  K.  Wheeler.  The  Red 
Bam,  Hampshire  College.  4-7pm.  Dance  following  at 
8:30pm.  $7-$l5  includes  all  events.  Info:  413/586-5514. 

Cambridge  □  "The  Powerful  Women  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,”  a  celebration  of  the  1 0th  anniversary  of  the 
Cambridge  Commission  on  the  Status  of  Women.  Dinner, 
music,  poetry,  politics.  Dante  Alighieri  Society,  40 
Hampshire  St.  5-9pm.  $10.  Info:  498-9014. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice  special  guest 
Margaret  Cerullo  counters  Vin  McCarthy's  advocacy  of 
Mike  Dukakis.  Also  Laurie  King  of  Fresh  Pond  Travel  on 
travel  for  the  differently-abled.  WROR  98.5FM.  1 1:30pm. 

6  Monday 

Boston  □  Rally  in  support  of  the  Massachusetts  gay 
rights  bill  on  the  State  House  steps,  noon.  Sponsored 
by  an  ad  hoc  coalition  of  lesbian/gay  organizations  in¬ 
cluding  MASS  ACT  OUT,  ACT  UP/Boston  and  the 
Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance,  info: 
David  LaFontaine  828-3039. 

Boston  □  Names  Project  Quilt  volunteer  training 
session  (see  6/4  listing).  Rm.  222.  1 0am. 

Brookline  □  Brookline/Brighton/Allston  lesbians 
potluck  picnic.  Meet  at  Amo7  Park,  5pm.  Info: 
546-2558. 


9  Thursday 

Boston  □  NAMES  Project  Quilt  volunteer  train¬ 
ing  session  (see  6/4  listing).  Rm.  519.  7pm. 

Boston  □  All  city  and  state  employees  are  invited  to  a 

Lesbian/Gay  Brown  Bag  Lunch.  Piemonte  Room,  Ci¬ 
ty  Hall.  1 1 :30am- 1 :30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbians  Choosing  Children  Net¬ 
work.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30pm. 
Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voke). 

10  Friday 

Boston  □  Metropolitan  Community  Church  sponsors 
“Celebrating  Our  Diversity:  A  Support/Discussion 
Series  for  Men.”  Second  of  three  topics:  "One  People, 
Many  Colors”:  reflecting  upon  our  experience  and  at¬ 
titudes  toward  racial  diversity.  186  Mass.  Ave.,  just  south 
of  Boylston  St.  8pm.  Info:  523-7664. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Fri.  night  for  HIV  positive,  PWAs, 
PWARCs,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well.  Open  to 
all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV  status.  51 
Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse  with  a  showing 
of  the  works  of  Patti  Wilson,  Deaf  Community  Activist 
and  Media  Artist.  The  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8pm-midnight.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Ongoing  healing  group  for  PWAs  and  all 
those  wishing  to  be  of  support.  Meets  every  Fri.  Santa  Fe 
Hair  Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  Info:  Brian 
267-1154,  Joseph  357-6926. 


7  T uesday 

Boston  □  Greater  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Annual  Town  Meeting.  Leaders  of  Boston- 
area  political  action  groups  gather  to  discuss  how  we  can 
get  what  our  community  needs. Presidential  candidates’ 
representatives  will  be  present.  Faneuil  Hall.  7pm.  Free. 
Info:  265-0348. 

8  Wednesday 

Boston  □  "Gayspirit:  A  Celebration  of  Poetry  and 
Storytelling  by  Gay  Men  of  Boston.”  A  public  poetry 
reading  and  storytelling  event  to  celebrate  Gay  Pride. 
Children’s  Resource  Center,  Boston  Public  Library,  666 
Boylston  St.  7-8:30pm.  Free.  Info:  Mike  825-4240. 

Cambridge  □  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Pride  Concert. 
DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  $5  in  advance;  $6  at  door.  Info:  577-8150. 

10  Friday 

Brookline  □  Annual  “Liberation  Seder”  with  Am 
Tikva.  Service  integrates  some  of  the  symbols  of  the 
Passover  Seder  with  the  theme  of  gay  and  lesbian  libera¬ 
tion.  All  welcome.  Workmen's  Circle,  1762  Beacon  St. 
8pm.  Info:  782-8894. 

Cambridge  □  United  Fruit  Co.  performs  "I  Am 
What  I  Wear"  in  celebration  of  Gay  Pride  Week.  Brattle 
Theatre,  Harvard  Sq.  9:45pm.  $8.  Info:  876-6837. 

1 1  Saturday 

Boston  □  18th  Annual  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  March  and  Rally.  Assemble  at  Citjr  Hail  Plaza 
(Government  Center  T).  March  starts  at  noon,  rally 
begins  at  2pm  on  the  Common. 


Boston  □  Pride  Dance,  “You're  Not  Alone.”  All 

proceeds  benefit  the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 
Cydorama,  539  Tremont  St.  9pm.  $12  in  advance,  $15  at 
door. 

Boston  □  Brunch  to  benefit  the  AIDS  Memorial 
Quilt.  Downtown  Cafe,  12  Lagrange  St.  9am-5pm.  $10. 
Info:  451-9003. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  Gay  Pride 
Celebration  and  Second  Anniversary  Festivities.  Hill 
House,  74  Joy  St.  8pm.  Info:  Joe  926-5827;  Michael 
641-1044. 

1 2  Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston's  Other  Voice  special  guest  Alan 
Kukonis,  Boston’s  Other  Voice's  "Person  of  the  Year  at 
Gay  Pride"  for  his  work  on  behalf  of  people  with  AIDS. 
WROR  98.SFM.  1 1 :30pm. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  of  JP  Post- 
Pride  Potluck.  Please  bring  a  dish  to  share  and  a  non¬ 
alcoholic  beverage.  Jamaica  Pond  (enter  at  ODT  sign  op¬ 
posite  Moraine  St.)  3-6pm.  lnfo:522-3894. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  mothers,  gay  fathers  and  kids 
post-pride  picnic.  Bring  picnic  food,  blankets,  outdoor 
toys,  games.  Charles  River  Esplanade  at  Hatch  Shell.  I  pm. 
Info:  396-0586. 


Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism's  Gay  Pride  T-Dance 
Dance  to  non-sexist  rock'n'roll.  1270  Boylston  St. 
6- 1 0pm.  $1  before  7pm,  $2  after  7pm. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 


Crime  and  melancholy 

Montreal  thrillers:  the  over-rated  Night  Zoo  and  the 
quietly  brilliant  Pouvoir  Intime 


A  scene  from  Night  Zoo 


Night  Zoo.  By  Jean-Claude  Lauzon.  At  USA- 
Copley  Cinema,  Boston.  Pouvoir  Intime.  By 
Yves  Simoneau.  At  Coolidge  Corner,  Brookline. 

Reviewed  by  Elizabeth  Pincus 

wo  Canadian  dramas  of  crime  and 
clandestine  affection  were  featured 
this  year  in  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Film  Festival.  Both  Night  Zoo  and  Pouvoir 
Intime  are  set  in  French-speaking  Montreal, 
and  present  tawdry  corners  of  town  where 
sex  is  either  a  commodity  or  a  desperate 
lunge  for  connectedness.  Of  the  two.  Night 
Zoo  is  the  film  that  has  won  numerous  ac¬ 
colades,  including  rave  reviews  and  13  Genie 
Awards  (the  Canadian  Academy  Award)  — 
it  has  also  earned  extended  runs  in  Boston 
and  other  cities. 

But  Pouvoir  Intime  is  the  true  stunner, 
packed  with  understated  power  and  in¬ 
telligence.  The  movie  sneaks 
1  UP  backhandedly,  trailing 

>  llljjlj'  its  menacing  fingers  down 
y our  flanks  and  causing  the 
finest  hairs  at  your  neckline  to  bristle.  Sym¬ 
pathies  are  muddied  in  Pouvoir  Intime',  the 
crooks  are  somber,  but  respectable;  the  vic¬ 
tims  are  guileless  buffoons.  All  are  painted 
as  somewhat  pathetic  except  for  the  one 
woman  character,  Roxanne,  who  moves 
with  oddly  private  dignity  and  emerges 
unscathed. 

Pouvoir  Intime  begins  in  deep  shadow  as 
a  host  of  suspicious  characters  are  introduc¬ 
ed.  Motives  and  allegiances,  though  at  first 
unclear,  soon  become  evident.  Several 
desperados  are  planning  an  armored  car 
robbery  while  a  couple  of  devious  cops  hope 
to  extort  some  of  the  profit.  In  a  manner 
reminiscent  of  the  wonderful  Dog  Day 
Afternoon,  the  film  details  how  the  plans  go 
awry  and  the  players  are  thrust  into  a  deadly 
battle  for  survival.  The  relationship  between 
a  hostage,  Martial,  and  his  young  waiter 
boyfriend  Janvier  becomes  a  local  point  ot 
the  drama  as  their  undercover  love  affair  is 
revealed  during  the  course  of  action. 

But  Pouvoir  Intime  is  no  mere  exploita¬ 


tion  flick.  Emotions  of  loneliness,  love  and 
despondency  are  subtly  portrayed 
throughout  the  desperate  caper  —  crime  is 
just  a  motif  for  a  story  about  pain  and  loss. 


Relationships  between  the  gay  characters, 
between  a  father  and  son,  and  female/ male 
friends  are  presented  with  comparable  care 
and  yearning.  In  the  film’s  most  harrowing 


sequence,  the  thieves  try  to  flush  Martial  out 
of  an  armored  car  where  he  is  trapped  with 
the  money.  As  the  water  rises  and  he  fran¬ 
tically  gasps  for  air,  smiling  photos  of  him 
and  Janvier  drift  from  Martial’s  breast 
pocket  and  float  languidly  around  the 
cabin. 

The  film  includes  a  lot  of  death  and  dash-, 
ed  hope  —  it  casts  doubt  on  any  sort  of 
moral  certainty  and  presents  life  as  frighten¬ 
ingly  random.  It’s  a  puzzler,  too.  In  marked 
contrast  to  its  dark  and  sinister  opening, 
Pouvoir  Intime  closes  in  a  bright,  grassy 
pasture  with  two  unharmed  characters  split¬ 
ting  the  loot.  A  strangely  bucolic,  non¬ 
chalant  ending  for  a  movie  that  is  anything 
but  tranquil. 

By  comparison,  Night  Zoo  is  a  far  less 
likable  film.  It  comes  off  as  mean-spirited, 
whereas  Pouvoir  Intime  is  concerned  with 
heart  and  soul.  Night  Zoo,  after  opening 
with  a  prison  rape  of  the  main  character, 
Marcel,  proceeds  to  violate  one  person  after 
another,  with  particularly  despicable  assault 
on  the  lead  woman,  Julie.  The  movie’s 
visuals  are  lovely,  in  a  desolate  urban  way, 
but  the  actions  are  continually  aloof  and 
vicious.  The  story  is  forboding  without 
relief  —  even  when  Marcel  suddenly  re¬ 
establishes  affection  for  his  dying  father  and 
the  plot  turns  sentimental,  the  mood  re¬ 
mains  coldly  creepy. 

Still,  Night  Zoo  has  its  drawing  power. 
The  villains  exhibit  a  lip-curling  nastiness 
which  would  be  fun  if  they  weren’t  so 
violent.  And  suspense  is  maintained 
throughout,  partially  due  to  curiosity  about 
the  film’s  intent.  Is  it  really  about 
Montreal’s  gay  underground  or  about  a 
father/son  reconciliation?  Perhaps  unwise¬ 
ly,  Night  Zoo  tries  to  do  both.  What  we^et 
of  gay  life  is  a  crude  depiction  of  abuse, 
while  the  father/son  interaction  seems  large¬ 
ly  implausible.  Interestingly,  Night  Zoo, 
like  Pouvoir  Intime,  ends  with  images  of 
rural  restfulness.  But  Night  Zoo  doesn’t  go 
through  its  suspenseful  paces  with  enough 
heart  to  merit  such  tantalizing  irony.  □ 


Presented  by  Triangle  Theater  Company 

Three  plays  by  Harvey  Fierstein,  Directed  by  Steven  O’Donnell 

May  12,13,14,19,20,21,26,27,28  and  June  2,3,4 

Paramount  Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  7:30  p.m.  For  tickets  and 
information  call  426-3550 


7  P.M. 
TUESDAY 
7  JUNE  1988 
FANEUIL  HALL 
BOSTON 
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MEETING 


JOIN  US  TO  WATCH  CALIFORNIA  PRIMARY  RETURNS 
AT  A  RECEPTION  FOLLOWING  THE  FORUM 
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BOSTON’S  ANNUAL  GAY  &  LESBIAN  TOWN  MEETING  IS  SPONSORED  BY 

THE  GREATER  BOSTON  LESBIAN  &  GAY  POLITICAL  ALUANCE 
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